
17 December 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians 
 
Newsletter 132 
 
Thank you to all the students, staff and governors for their tremendous commitment 

throughout this very long autumn term, together with parents and members of the PA who 

have worked so hard to support this amazing school. The last two weeks of term have been 

very busy and one of the benefits of being a relatively small school with a Great Hall is that 

we can manage to bring more than one year group together for assemblies. Our final 

Christmas assembly today for the Sixth Form was an opportunity to reflect on the Christmas 

story and to retain the tradition of lessons and carol singing.  

Our thanks and best wishes go to departing members of staff: Ms Jenny Clift, who has taught 

History since 2015, and more recently supported students in the Sixth Form as Assistant Head 

of Year; and Mr Chris Thomas, who has taught Chemistry since 2019. We wish them both well.  

It was also good to see the Chapel filled with students, staff, governors and parents on 

Monday morning for our Christmas Eucharist. Student readers, the Choir and the outstanding 

leadership of our Chaplain, Reverend Dr Julie Bowen, combined to make this both a festive 

and spiritual occasion. 

The Great Hall was alive with 

music and singing on 

Wednesday with an 

outstanding Christmas 

Concert. The Chamber Choir, 

Symphony Orchestra, Jazz 

Band, student groups, 

individual singers and 

instrumentalists each gave 

high quality performances, 

with the excellent 

Symphonic Wind Band rounding off the evening in style. The hard work of all student and staff 

participants was richly rewarded in what was a first-rate evening, enjoyed by all. With a blend 

of choral and orchestral favourites, as well as festive-themed items on the programme, the 

event was a superb send-off at the end of a challenging term, starting the countdown to a 

well-earned rest over the approaching holiday period. Congratulations to the musicians 

involved and sincere thanks to everyone, especially our Director of Music, Mr Price, who 

helped put together such a memorable event.  

 

 



 

 

Yesterday, we hosted our annual Festival in aid of charitable causes. This year students 

decided to raise money to support the chosen charities: ‘Bromley Brighter Beginnings’ and 

‘The Royal Medical Benevolent Fund’. Festival was full of entertainment, enjoyment and, of 

course, teachers participating in popular game shows. Overall, along with Cabaret, it looks as 

though we shall have raised £7352.98 - a fantastic achievement! Individual form groups all 

ran stalls including ‘A Cricket Bowl Out’, ‘Christmas Selfie Booth’ and ‘Christmas Fete’; 

congratulations to 12Q for raising an impressive £291. 

Well done to Bingham and Harvard who are currently topping the House points with 3625 

points each, ahead of Leeke with 3300 points and Cure with 3250 points! 

Congratulations to our First XV who won the FJ Schools 

Rugby Cup (The Jimmy Cup) last night at Sidcup Rugby Club. 

The squad overcame an excellent Hayes team to win 20 -14 

in a hard-fought contest. Well done to all the team and the 

coaches for this excellent finish to a tough season. Thank you 

to everyone who has represented the school this term, not 

just for the First XV, and also for the support of parents who 

have driven their child to and from matches, as well as watched from the touchline. 

Mrs Kemal, Poetry Ambassador for the Poetry Society, has now judged the Political Poetry 

Competition and sent her congratulations to the 40 or so poets who entered the competition. 

As a concept, the subject was dealt with carefully and sensitively. There were many references 

to problem areas such as: plastics; Afghanistan; social exploitation; outsiders; online abuse; 

dying animals; corrupt politicians and manifold environmental issues. Our students are clearly 

engaged with the politics of the planet and are super-aware of problems they will be facing 

as adults.  

The poems that deserve first place are those that start with a brilliant title - catching the 

reader’s attention: 

• Levelling Up by Chinedu Ndukwu 11K 

• The Unhomely Home by Arush Upadhye 8H 

• Architecture by Abhigyan Bagchi 9L 

These poems caught the mood of the moment and encompassed lines like 

• Add them to your tree /Made of Wind Rush 

• My frowning teacher of literature 

• Newham, Bradford, Brent , Hackney 

Protruding out of the UK map like acne. 

All poets are commended for their keen, sensitive and impressive work. Mrs Kemal was 

particularly interested in those who used regular form and she also considered the vocabulary 

range which was good. All poets caught their own style and theme selectively. Well done on 

a brilliant challenge! 

 

 

 



 

 

The Computer Science department was pleased to 

launch their first STOGs inter-school coding 

competition for local secondary schools. This has been 

a new initiative to design and run a friendly team 

competition for KS4 students. We invited teams from 

our local secondary 

schools to participate in 

this coding competition. 

This coding competition is fully designed in house with the help 

from our amazing Year 13 Computing prefects, Pradhay 

Amarnath, Nandini Chanda and Saakshi Bhat. Special thanks to 

Beths Grammar School who participated in the competition on 

Wednesday 8 December. 

 

On Friday 3 December, Key Stage 5 Computer 

Science students went out for the Computer 

Science in Action Day trip to the Emmanuel 

Centre in Westminster. In five lively sessions 

experts from academia and industry, they 

explored relevant topics that complement the 

computing curriculum. The speakers took our 

students to the cutting edge of Computer 

Science,  by looking at state-of-the art machine 

learning algorithms, animations and films, 

computational models in cancer treatment and the influence of robot traders on the financial 

markets. It was an eye oepning trip for our students to see how the future is revolutionised 

by the advancement in Computer Science and Technology. 

 

It has been an extremely busy term for the Fives team, and I reported on many of these 

successes earlier this term. There have been some superb tournament results – Year 12 

student, Genesis Nsenga, competed in the National Rugby Fives Under 16s Singles 

Championships hosted at Alleyn’s School. Genesis played brilliantly throughout the event, 

defeating players from Durham, Alleyn’s, St.Paul’s, St. Dunstan’s College, and Edinburgh 

Academy. He made his way all the way through to the final, where he defeated a very strong 

player from Tonbridge School. Genesis is the first Olavian to win this event. There was also a 

succession of Olavian triumphs in the Eton Fives Association’s individual events held on 

weekends at Harrow School. In the U18’s, Year 13 student,  Navaneeth Madnavan and Aaditya 

Deshmukh,  both reached the final, which was won by Aaditya. In the U16’s, Year 10 students, 

Rishi Nandakumar and Aadi Agarwal, reached the final, which was won by Aadi. In the U14’s 

age category, Year 8 student, Oscar Rushton did really well to end the day as runner-up.  

 

 

 



 

 

Following his success in the Eton Five Schools’ Nationals, Folabomi Adenugba enjoyed more 

success a few days later in partnership with Old Olavian David Mew. Together, they won the 

Festival section of the Adult Midlands Championships held at Repton School. The London 

Open followed a few weeks later and the Festival section was also won by St. Olave’s pupils: 

Year 12 students, Franklin Baron and Ethan Nancekivell-Smith triumphed in a tough field of 

seasoned adult players. There have been numerous fixtures including matches against 

Highgate, Eton, Westminster, Berkhamsted and Harrow. Year 12 and Year 13 students have 

competed alongside the Old Olavians in League Division matches and have enjoyed some 

impressive results. Lower School students have also made a flying start to the season and 

both large squads are making excellent progress. Well done to the whole Fives Team for 

representing the School to such a high level!   

 

Thank you to Old Olavian, Samson Woodley, who is in his Fifth Year of studying Medicine at 

Barts in London, for hosting an online Teams Meeting, organised by our current Med Soc 

President, Anupam Bandi. Places were limited as the session was designed to replicate a 

medical student’s PBL teaching session, where each attendee is expected to participate 

actively in the Q&A. The session itself involved a patient case study, and students were asked 

to use their knowledge to build a mind map picture of relevant information. The quality of 

contribution, and confidence with which our Year 12 students engaged with the task was 

extremely impressive. At the end of the session, each student was given a research task, which 

they will present to the group at a later date. Thank you to Dr Bradley for organising this 

excellent event. 

In this week’s Teen Tips, and with the Christmas holidays fast 

approaching, there are top tips for winding down. There's a 

lot going on at the moment, not to mention new covid 

restrictions looming, and it's important we take time to look after ourselves. Further 

information can be found by following this link. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened 

recently: 

• Well done to Year 13 student,  William Rowe, who achieved a merit in his Grade 7 

Piano examination and a distinction in Grade 8 Drums examination in the same 

week! 

• Congratulations to Year 11 student, Sean Lee, who achieved a distinction in his 

Grade 7 Horn examination.  

As the holidays approach, I am sure Year 11 and Year 13 will be organising their revision for 

the upcoming mocks. However, students should also be mindful that a sound work life 

balance is maintained; students need to rest properly as well as spending time with family 

and friends. As ever, the pastoral team are keen to support student wellbeing and academic 

achievement so please make the relevant Head of Year aware if you have any concerns.  

 

 

https://club.teentips.co.uk/resources/eating-disorders-with-author-leading-advocate-hope-virgo/


 

 

May I remind you of the LFD testing arrangements which were shared with you earlier this 

month. Year 11 should attend school to be tested on Tuesday 4 January and the rest of the 

school on Wednesday 5 January. Timings can be seen by following this link. 

Please see the Careers News in the appendix below. 

Wishing you and your families a wonderful festive break. 

Yours sincerely   

  

 

Andrew Rees  

Headteacher   

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either 

via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The 

offer is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing 

order. Please contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

  

https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Next-term.pdf?t=1639659453
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net


 

Careers News 

Student webinar: life skills for getting motivated and dealing with anxiety 

Are you feeling anxious about exams? Maybe you are feeling uncertain about how the next 

few years will work out, or are you just struggling to get motivated generally? 

To support you, there are online sessions for students with Dr Dominique Thompson - an 

award-winning GP and young people’s mental health expert.  You can sign up and join as a 

class, or students can register individually.  12 January, 12.45-13.30  Details and register via 

the Channel Talent website 

               

Business and chemistry taster lectures 

Are you a student who is interested in studying Business, Accounting or Chemistry at 

university? If so, we have some keen academics who would love to deliver some virtual taster 

lectures.   

EDT and Industrial Cadets would like to share with you some information about the 

opportunities available to all students, as applications for various virtual and residential 

courses open. 

These courses offer a great insight into the different paths available as students take their 

next steps exploring the world of STEM. From experiencing university life and meeting role 

models and industry experts to working on exciting hands-on projects and participating in 

STEM industry workshops - the knowledge and exposure gained will help you make decisions 

about your future. 

Please see the information below.  If you or your parent/carers have any questions, please 

feel free to contact their student support team studentrecruitment@etrust.org.uk 

  

For Year 9 and Year 10 

Routes into STEM (Virtual) course offers an opportunity to explore college, university, and 

apprenticeship routes, tour a variety of institutions virtually, work on exciting projects and 

have access to live career sessions and mentor panels with STEM employers. If you have a 

keen interest and enjoy Tech, Design, Maths or Science subjects and would like to know what 

exciting future these subjects could lead to, then this course will help you to discover where 

your interests could take you. To read more please visit their website  

Feel free to apply now for their next course starting in February half term – click here for 

further information:  

 

https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-life-skills-for-getting-motivated-dealing-with-anxiety-with-university-of-east-anglia-dr-dominique-thompson-from-buzz-consulting/
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-life-skills-for-getting-motivated-dealing-with-anxiety-with-university-of-east-anglia-dr-dominique-thompson-from-buzz-consulting/
mailto:studentrecruitment@etrust.org.uk
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_4d2b18334f41424eac067bd046cdbd6f.pdf


 

  

For Year 11 and Year 12 

Insight into University (Virtual) course is like no other! Whether you are a young person 

interested in Life Sciences, Chemistry, Tech, Engineering, Physics, Computer Science, 

Sustainability, Eerospace, Built Environment or Maths, it covers it all. With the mix of live 

sessions, hands-on practical STEM activities and projects set by leading UK universities and 

global STEM companies, students will have a unique opportunity to access all the amazing 

content in one place, pick-and-choose subjects that interests them and do as many as they 

wish at their own pace over the summer 2022.  

  

In preparation for Higher Education, please take a look at the flyer. For more info and the 

application form, click here  

  

 
  

For Year 12 interested in specific STEM subjects 

Some of the leading UK universities EDT have arranged to run Residential Insight into 

University summer schools in 2022. These summer schools will run over 4 or 5 days where 

students will get a taster of university life and an insight into a specific STEM subject - 

Materials Science, Chemical Engineering, Robotics, Maths, Mechanical Engineering and 

Broad-based Engineering.  

Please check back soon for course details and application form on the website or register your 

interest here to be the first to know when the applications will open. 

 

 

 

 

https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_fcb7add322ae4a1eab2156347e1f2442.pdf
https://www.etrust.org.uk/insight-into-university
https://www.etrust.org.uk/experiences-age-7-17
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XD95SQY
https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_4d2b18334f41424eac067bd046cdbd6f.pdf
https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_4d2b18334f41424eac067bd046cdbd6f.pdf
https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_fcb7add322ae4a1eab2156347e1f2442.pdf
https://dd233f6a-c442-4437-a8e1-9e42987b6020.filesusr.com/ugd/4517c8_fcb7add322ae4a1eab2156347e1f2442.pdf

