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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians      
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May I start by wishing you all a happy and safe New Year. I hope that the Christmas break was 

a good opportunity to relax and re-energise, and you were not caught out by having to isolate 

during the holidays.  

A warm welcome and best wishes go to new members of staff: Mrs Petrina Garton, who is 

joining the Chemistry Department; and Ms Hannah Scholefield who is joining the History 

Department. We also welcome Mr Patrick Ludden, who is beginning his School Direct training 

in the Mathematics Department.  

We are currently looking to recruit a Part-Time Teacher of Music as maternity cover and we 

are still looking to recruit a Development Manager. We also have a vacancy for a Part-time 

Midday Supervisor. If you are interested in any of these roles, further details can be found on 

the school website by following this link or please contact the School Office to arrange an 

initial conversation on the position. Also, if you are interested in volunteering to do some 

work with the School Archives, please do get in touch. This would be very helpful and help us 

organise and continue to catalogue many of the artefacts relating to the school, which have 

been donated by Old Olavians or their families over the years. 

Thank you to all students and parents for supporting 

the on-site testing programme on Tuesday and 

Wednesday of this week. Uptake was high and this 

helped identify positive cases and reduce 

transmission after a period of social mixing during 

the holidays. Students should now continue testing 

twice weekly at home and report all results to NHS 

Test and Trace and to school using the links on the 

school website. I am so grateful to Old Olavian, Joel 

Kavoor, for organising the testers made up of our recent leavers over the holidays. Our  

on-site testing programme would not have worked so brilliantly without their input, and the 

support of our own staff. 

Please remember that anyone who receives a positive LFD test result will be required to self-

isolate immediately. From Tuesday 11 January, your child will not be required to take a 

confirmatory PCR test. If your child has tested positive for Covid they will be able to return to 

school on day 7 if they test negative on days 6 and 7. Face coverings must now be worn in all 

classrooms and communal areas. This will be reviewed by the Government on 26 January 

2022. Parents and students should recognise that due to increasing workforce absence rates,  

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies


it may lead to us combining classes to allow face-to-face learning to remain in place. There 

are also several parents’ events scheduled for the next half-term and further information will 

be shared in due course as to whether these will be held remotely or face-to-face. Thank you 

for your support over the next term and through these difficult times as this remains crucial. 

Congratulations to Year 8 student, Tharmesh Premkumar and Year 

10 student, Shaun Abraham, who have been selected to take part in 

the Eco-Schools National Committee. 22 young people were 

selected from applications by thousands of 10 – 18 year olds, and it 

is testament to the talent of our students to have two 

representatives from St. Olave’s. The ideas shared by the students, 

which can also be found on the Eco-Schools website by following this 

link, are:  

Tharmesh 

‘It is extremely important to learn about the environment in school because if we don’t know 

what our planet is going through, the whole next generation may not even know that because 

of climate change, we have such extreme weather conditions and a lot more affecting us. 

Because of the Urban Heat Island 

effect, a lot of people don’t know 

why it is so hot, and so it’s good 

to let them know so they 

understand that we, as a team on 

Earth, need to start becoming 

more eco-friendly.’ 

Shaun 

‘The goals laid out in the Paris 

Agreement in 2015 are not on course to be met and this is not just the fault of our national 

leaders, but also us as individuals and our lack of action, and no matter the national and 

international policies laid out and agreed upon in the upcoming summit, we must do our part 

to try and meet and supplement these ourselves. While I may not be able to reach the position 

required to make a difference on such a large scale, I feel it is my duty to try and do the most 

I can to raise awareness and reduce emissions at least in the circles where I have the 

opportunity. The National Eco-committee gives me the chance to do my part for our society 

and our world, ensuring that if not those in charge now, at least our future leaders will know 

the importance of the environment. Action is required now, from all of us.’ 

Tharmesh and Shaun will support the Eco-Schools Team at Keep Britain Tidy as they try to 

ensure that all those in education have the opportunity to learn about environmental themes 

such as climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss. They will be working alongside 

awarding body OCR, Speakers for Schools and children’s author and environmental activist 

Georgina Stevens our National Eco-Committee will help green the whole curriculum and guide 

other young people on how to begin a career in the environmental sector. We wish them the 

best of luck. 

 

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/eco-projects/national-eco-committee/


The House Captains are currently 

running a House Music Competition, 

and this is open to all students. 

Please encourage your child to take 

part. If they would like to represent 

your House, please save your 

audition videos to SharePoint, and 

email the associated link to 

housecaptains@saintolaves.net The 

closing date for entries is Friday 21 January.  

Tomorrow, there will be a Parents’ Prayer Meeting for parents and supporters of St. Olave’s 

at 9:00 to 9:30 am on Zoom. During this term, this will be a recurring meeting, and will take 

place on the second Saturday of each month. For those who wish to attend, the Meeting ID 

is: 874 8482 6115 and the Passcode: qmTp38. If you do have any queries, please contact 

Victoria Cattermole, via the School Office. 

Finally, I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have 

happened recently:  

• Congratulations to Year 11 student, Wafi Ali, and Year 10 student, Alfie 

Beston, who have both been given awards for their work in the 

community by The Rotary Club of Bromley. 

• Well done to Year 7 student, Arnav Singh, on his recent cricket success. He has been 

picked to train with the U12 London Schools’ Cricket Association for the upcoming 

season after trials in December. 

Wishing you a successful term. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either 

via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The 

offer is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing 

order. Please contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 
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