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We are currently looking for a Head of Chemistry and a Head of Economics. Further details can be 

found on the school website by following this link. 

There have been further confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the school. I would like to stress the 

importance of regular testing of your child to help reduce the risk of pupils and staff catching the virus 

and having to self-isolate. Your support with regular testing is crucial so the whole school community 

remains safe, and the School can function as normally as possible. 

Thank you to Mrs Maxwell and the Heads of Year 7-11 for carrying out a review of the pastoral 

provision in Years 7, 8 and 10 last week. The programme incorporated tutor group and RSHE 

walkthroughs as well as meeting with pupils. Pupils made lots of positive comments, especially around 

RSHE, but I wanted to share with you the following feedback from the pupil meetings with regards 

strengths and areas for development: 

• What do you think are the pastoral strengths? 

They were confident talking to tutors and Heads of Year.  They spoke very positively about the 

provision of the counselling service. Tutors developed strong and effective relationships with 

form groups. They appreciated the wellbeing surveys as they felt it gave them an opportunity 

to reflect on where they were at emotionally.  They felt there were a lot of resources to access 

to support their wellbeing. They appreciated having a Pastoral Support Worker who was not 

a teacher as they felt this provided some level of ‘anonymity’. Pupils in Years 7 and 9 felt the 

induction process had helped their transition into the next key stage.  Year 7 spoke positively 

about Summer school.  They felt student voice was heard and listened to.  

• What do you think are the pastoral areas for development? 

Pupils felt some pupils needed to be encouraged to engage more with surveys and access 

more support.  They could not identify anything at other schools which they felt would benefit 

St. Olave’s. They felt our pastoral provision, from what they knew about other schools, 

exceeded what often was on offer.  

I am delighted for our 19 pupils who received offers from the University of Cambridge this week on 

the following courses:  

Subject College 

Mathematics Girton 

History and Politics Emmanuel 

Modern and Medieval Languages St John's 

Engineering Clare 

Economics Fitzwilliam 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


English St Catharine's 

Medicine Lucy Cavendish 

Mathematics Trinity 

Computer Science Magdalene 

Classics (4 years) Corpus Christi 

Computer Science Churchill 

Mathematics Queens' 

Land Economy Homerton 

Medicine Emmanuel 

Medicine Sidney Sussex 

Chemical Engineering (via Natural Sciences) Homerton 

Law Lucy Cavendish 

Computer Science Clare 

Economics St Catharine's 

 

This brings our Oxbridge numbers to 31 for the year. Pupils have been successful in gaining places in 

a wide range of subjects, and not just Mathematics and Science, which is sometimes said about our 

successful applicants. Thank you to Mr Birtchnell, the Exams Office, departments, and everyone who 

supported the student applications this year, and not just for Oxbridge. All of Year 13 should also be 

congratulated for their excellent work on their applications, their offers and their achievements. 

This week our tenth annual Higher Project Qualification (HPQ) cohort have been delivering 

remarkable, high-quality presentations to an audience of staff and their peers. The HPQ, completed 

in Year 11, is a certificated opportunity for pupils to choose a research topic, write an extended essay 

on it and then present their research findings to an audience. The presentations are invariably as 

diverse as they are impressive, with topics this year including: 

• Should the world adopt a universal language? 

• Is there a problem with money in motorsport? 

• How can we use urban planning to combat climate change and inequality? 

• Why was Napoleon defeated at Waterloo? 

• Will the hunt for dark matter ever be fulfilled? 

Following each presentation, the audience have a chance to pose questions to the speakers and all 

have given detailed, impressively knowledgeable and often thought-provoking answers. Students 

involved have been living out key Olavian characteristics of academic excellence, showing intellectual 

curiosity, resilience and imagination in the quality of their work. As a school, we are incredibly proud 

of their achievements this week, and can only imagine what high-level feats they will be capable of 

should they choose to take the Sixth Form equivalent qualification, the Extended Project Qualification 

(EPQ), in two years’ time, whichever course or university they have applied for. 

Four pupils from St. Olave’s represented the school in the first knock out round of the Hans Woyda 

Mathematics Competition, playing against St. Paul’s Girls’ School. This was the first time the team had 

really had pressure put on them, having sailed through the group stages, but they were able to gain a   

  



34 to 32 win against these tough opponents. Well done to Shaurya Mehta (Year 9), Ben Joshua Yip 

(Year 11), Eduardo Holovatyuk (Year 12) and Velian Velikov (Year 13). Our next match will be against 

either Caterham School or Kings College School.  

 

Congratulations to Year 10 student, Sai Reddy, who competed in the U16 

and U18 Kent Futures Badminton Competition last weekend. Sai achieved a 

Gold medal in the U16 doubles, and Silver medals in the U16 singles, U18 

doubles and U18 singles. These are outstanding results as he was competing 

in an older age group. Also, congratulations to Year 7 student, Debaditya, 

who gained a Bronze medal in the doubles of the U14 tournament. Again, 

he was playing in an older age-group.  

 

Congratulations to Bingham who are currently leading the House Competition and well done to Leeke 

who won the most recent House Quiz. The current standings are: 

 

Please find in the Appendix below this week’s Careers News and a reminder of some dates for your 

diary over the next two weeks: 

• Year 11 Options Evening (online)  Thursday 3 February 

• Year 8 Options Evening (online)   Tuesday 8 February 

 

 

 



Finally, thank you to Mrs Dines and Mrs Rogers from the Finance Office who shared this photo with 

me of a rainbow over our Chapel. As William Wordsworth said: “My heart leaps up when I behold A 

rainbow in the sky!” 

 

Wishing you a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net


Appendix 

Careers News 

We are delighted to share that some of our 

Year 10 students took part in the Morrisby 

Online testing, which is a comprehensive 

psychometric testing, taking participating 

pupils through a journey of self-discovery 

helping them to recognize their strengths and 

interests, skills, and motivations. We hope 

they found it a worthwhile experience. 

All those who participated will shortly be given the opportunity to be interviewed by a Careers Advisor 

who will have a discussion around helping and enabling students to make appropriate decisions to 

reach their educational and occupational goals.  

INVESTIN 

AMBITION BEYOND EDUCATION  

We are an InvestIN Partner School! InvestIN empowers students with the knowledge and experience 

they need to make the right choices about their future careers.  InvestIN offers students aged 12-18 

the opportunity to learn from top industry professionals through hands-on activities, interactive 

demonstrations, networking opportunities, site visits, career coaching sessions and much more.  

You can register your child on to a wealth of programmes by visiting www.investin.org  

Prices start from £165, but as a partner school, we qualify for a 10% discount which can be obtained 

by inserting the following school discount code STOLAVES2019.  Students who are in receipt of 

financial support can be offered a bursary to attend the live online programmes free of charge. 

 

Success Beyond School series for 2022.  The free of charge live seminars featuring careers experts, 

designed to help support parents boost your child’s careers potential. 

There are five fantastic seminars this term, covering topics such as, ‘How to help your child choose 

their careers’.  These events are for parents who have children aged between 12-18 and are free to 

attend. 

http://www.investin.org/

