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I would like to start this week with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. To 

acknowledge the additional Bank Holiday for this historic occasion, 

the Department for Education have laid regulations to reduce the 

minimum number of sessions that schools are required to complete 

during this academic year. In order to enable everyone to celebrate 

the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen on 3 June 2022 (this 

day falls in the summer half-term), the Local Authority has agreed 

that we will finish the summer term a day earlier on Wednesday 20 July.  

We are currently looking for a Head of Chemistry and a Head of Economics. Further details 

can be found on the school website by following this link. Please tell your friends and family 

and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in either of these posts. 

You will be aware that there have been further confirmed cases of COVID-19 within school. It 

is with regret that cases continue to rise, although they are now beginning to plateau out. As 

a result, Bromley Health Protection Team have advised that we reintroduce face masks in 

classrooms. We are also carrying out whole year group testing to identify cases. I would like 

to stress the importance of regular testing at home to help reduce the risk to pupils and staff 

of catching the virus and having to self-isolate. Your support is crucial so the whole school 

community remains safe, and we can function as normally as possible. 

The building of the All Weather Pitch continues. The progress on Day 8 can be seen below: 

The building of this facility was possible thanks to contributions of many past parents to the 

Voluntary Fund. Due to the time it took to secure planning, many of their children have now 

left the school and only current Olavians will benefit from this first-class facility. If you would 

like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support future projects and enhance learning, and  

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called ‘Donation to 

the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

Thank you to all parents and students who joined us for the Year 11 Options Evening last 

night, which took place remotely. We hope you found the evening informative and helpful. 

The evening starts a vast array of support and intervention for Year 11, including the Year 11 

Interviews and Full Reports before GCSE examinations, which are still planned for this 

summer.  

In line with our whole school vision, we are 

committed to delivering outstanding pastoral 

support. The fifth Wellbeing Week has been an 

opportunity to give our community a time for 

reflection on wellbeing, healthy relationships and 

mental health. The School of Sexuality Education 

worked with Year 9 pupils inspiring thought-

provoking conversations and challenging misconceptions. The Charlie Waller Memorial Trust 

delivered talks to pupils on mental health challenges, whilst our Bromley Wellbeing 

practitioner delivered a remote assembly to all, identifying mental health concerns and 

signposting support. The Sixth Form also had a talk focusing on exam worry. We hope 

refresher week for Years 7-10 provides pupils with the chance to engage further in non-

academic work. Taking up a new hobby can be an incredibly powerful way to support one’s 

wellbeing. The fifth copy of ‘Insight’ the Wellbeing Journal has been published showing the 

commitment of our student body to this subject. We are also committed to supporting 

parent’s understanding of wellbeing and mental health challenges young people might face. 

Kooth, the DSM Foundation and Bromley Y all provided webinars 

considering how to access support, how to have 

challenging conversations about drugs with your 

children and how to support young people with 

exam stress. We hope that this combined approach 

will ensure we provide the level of support which young people need.  

2022 sees the 50th anniversary of the very first Pride March in the UK 

in 1972. A popular slogan of the early Gay Rights Movement (the 

idea of the ‘LGBT’ community was some way off) of the time was 

‘the personal is political’, and art is probably the most individual of 

pastimes. Five artists (one each to represent the L,G,B,T and ‘+’ of 

the community) 

who had used their talents for ‘political’ 

ends, or expressed their orientation 

through their work decided on our Five 

Faces for 2022. Keith Haring‘s dancing 

figures are a perfect example as they were 

used to draw attention to the growing 

AIDS crisis of the early 1980s. Doris 

Brabham Hatt and Fiore de Henriquez both 

fought against fascism in the 1930s.  
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Jean-Michel Basquiat began as a graffiti artist and Mark Aguhar‘s life ‘and mere existence was 

an act of confronting white hegemony’. Finally, as this year’s anniversary is one on a 

continuing and often winding journey towards full equality, which has suffered many setbacks 

while still moving forwards, ‘the arc is long’ is this year’s tagline, from Dr Martin Luther King 

Jr’s quote ‘The arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice’. Our Senior 

Prefect Team and various societies will be putting together resources, displays and leading 

discussion on topics relating to LGBT+ throughout the month. There will also be activities 

taking place during form time. I look forward to sharing more information about these 

activities later this month. 

This year for the first time we are setting up a Spanish partner school in 

Aragón (northern Spain) where students from both schools have now 

started writing letters to each other. This is the first of many Spanish 

international initiatives in the offing. The 100th pen pal letter was reached 

quickly within the first month! Our Spanish partner school, IES Piramide, 

which has students from Years 8 to 13 has received the first batch of 

correspondence. The Spanish students are now reading and correcting our 

students’ Spanish. Dr Pickett will try to match students to their interests as much as possible. 

Soon we will receive by post the corrected Spanish letters coupled with their respective 

introductory letters in English. It is up to our students to reciprocate and correct their English. 

This interaction is the start of regular correspondence, future voice messaging and Zoom 

meetings between countries. In the next academic year, our plan is to organise a special 

school trip to Spain which will involve an immersion programme at a language centre in Spain. 

(More details will follow and feel free to contact Dr Pickett mpickett@saintolaves.net if this 

would be of interest.) These initiatives are ideal for Olavians to use real Spanish in authentic 

contexts and excellent preparation for GCSEs as well as A levels in the future. Not only are 

they educational they also are fun…¡Viva la vida! 

Many congratulations go to the following Year 12 

students for their linguistic talent and courage: Kalina 

Stoyanova, Franklin Baron, Teodor Wator and Rohan 

Selva-Radov. The French Department sent two teams 

of Year 12 competitors to St Paul’s Girls’ School on 

Tuesday 1 February to take part in the regional 

qualifying rounds. Teodor Wator and Rohan Selva-

Radov competed against teams from Queen Elizabeth ‘s School, St Paul’s Girls’ School and Old 

Palace. Kalina Stoyanova and Franklin Baron competed against Sevenoaks, St Paul’s Girls’ 

School and Channing. They debated either for or against the following three motions:  

- The world-wide success of Korean Pop music does more harm than good. 

- A republic with an elected president is more desirable than a parliamentary monarchy. 

- We have a moral obligation to renounce all food products which contribute to global 

warming. 
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While these topics would not be easy to debate in English, they are certainly not easy in 

French, the competitors’ first foreign language, in front of very well-rehearsed opponents. 

They must be congratulated for their preparation and very apt debating ability. They certainly 

held their own and are looking forward to competing again next year.  

This week our Year 7 and Year 8 fast track Germanists sent off their first letters to our partner 

school in Germany, the IGS Wilhelmshaven. The students are excited to receive the replies 

from the German partner school and learn who their pen pals are! This is the start of what 

we hope will be a long cultural and linguistic exchange, as students will have the chance to 

visit our partner school when they are in Year 10, during Activity Week Two.  

Congratulations to Year 9 student, Yash Ghanate who received a LAMDA Bronze medal with 

distinction.  

Please find the Careers News in the appendix below.  

Wishing you a peaceful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either 

via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The 

offer is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing 

order. Please contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 
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Careers Newsletter 

 

 

Join Pathway CTM for National Apprenticeship Week 2022.  Students can access these amazing virtual sessions, giving them knowledge and 

understanding about all aspects of apprenticeships. They will find out about the different apprenticeship levels and what they mean, what kind 

of apprenticeships are available, and how to find the ideal apprenticeship according to their career aspirations.   

All these sessions will be pre-recorded.  Once you sign up as a student, you can watch them in your own time. 



 

 

Thames Valley Water Virtual Work Experience Day 
Thursday 17 February 10am – 3pm 
 
We would like to give our students the chance to participate in this amazing virtual work experience opportunity and to spend the day with 

Thames Water. If you are keen to find out more about who Thames Water are as a brand, what kind of career opportunities there are up to Level 

6, you can join this exciting interactive activity via the following link: https://pathwayctm.com/event/virtual-work-experience-day-with-

thames-water/  

AllAboutSchoolLeavers are hosting a variety of virtual apprenticeship events in partnership with a range of employers.  If you are a student  

who has a keen interest in companies such as BT or AstraZeneca you can register for the events here: 

https://www.schoolleaverfair.co.uk/auditorium/live-webinars 

AllAboutSchoolLeavers have also created an online hub for students and parents to access information throughout the whole of National 

Apprenticeship Week 2022 and beyond.  Visit the hub here: https://allaboutgroup.lpages.co/national-apprenticeship-week- 
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