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For those parents and families with children in Year 11 at other schools, applications are now open for 

those children who may be interested in joining us in the Sixth Form. This will close on Friday 25 

February. The application form can be found by following this link and please contact 

admissions@saintolaves.net if you have any queries. Applicants are no longer required to sit entrance 

papers in the subjects they want to study at A Level, and places will be allocated based on GCSE results 

obtained in August. Further information on Admissions for external students can be found by following 

this link. 

A few weeks ago, I set out the main strategic priorities for the school over the course of the next three 

years. One of the objectives, which sits underneath the vision to be ‘Happy and Successful within a 

Caring Community’ is to achieve teaching and learning excellence. A component of this is to create a 

world class physical and digital environment for learning. I have shared recent developments around 

the All-Weather Pitch, and we are also working with architects Walters and Cohen to create a strategic 

premises masterplan so that any future building works sits within an overall plan. This process is in its 

initial stages but what has been discovered are some wonderful old images of the school. For Old 

Olavians, who attended school in the 70s, 80s and possibly 90s, this may bring memories flooding 

back. I am sure you will remember the carrels in the library, the steps before the Science Block was 

built, the spiral staircase in the foyer and dining tables in The Great Hall. The School was designed by 

Robert Matthew Johnson-Marshall & Partners in 1966 – 1967 and many of the buildings are now 

Grade II listed due to their architectural and historical interest. The development of a masterplan will 

provide a reference point for the school in our decision making processes moving forward, ensure we 

maintain the integrity of this stunning school and we hope will help us engage the whole community 

with any future plans. 

 

 

https://stogs.applicaa.com/year12
mailto:admissions@saintolaves.net
https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Admissions-Policy-2022-2023-in-year-variation.pdf?t=1637321928


Thank you to all parents and students who joined us for the          

Year 8 Options Evening on Tuesday, which took place remotely. 

We hope you found the evening informative and helpful. You can 

find more information on the school website via this link and 

please do read the information in the GCSE Options Booklet. The 

next Year 8 PSHE lesson will be dedicated to GCSE options choices 

and will provide more guidance and opportunities for students to 

ask questions. There is also a document, that answers the 

frequently asked questions, which can be found by following this link.  

Year 13 English Literature students studying ‘Everyman’ visited 

the National Theatre Archives at Waterloo to see a recorded 

production. They are working on comparative coursework essays, 

and this brought Carol Ann Duffy’s update of the medieval 

morality play to life. Directed by Rufus Norris and starring 

Chiwetel Ejiofor, students were able to appreciate the song, 

dance and rapping. Everyman falls to his death from the roof of a 

high-rise office building after partying hard - and as he faces his 

‘reckoning’ many ethical issues arise. We were shown a warm welcome and a taste of the theatre 

post-pandemic. Students now set to work on crafting their essays, comparing this play with the 

brilliant Arimah collection of short stories; ‘What It Means When A Man Falls From The Sky’. 

Congratulations to our Hans Woyda Team who beat Kings College School, Wimbledon 52.6 to 45 in 

this challenging Maths Competition. This was always going to be a tough match, based on KCS’s 

excellent performances in previous rounds. The match was really close until the final ‘race’ round, 

where corresponding players from each team battled head-to-head to get the correct answer first and 

hence earn the two points available per question. We are now through to the semi-finals, which will 

be against either Whitgift or The Hampton School. Good luck to the team in the rest of the 

competition.  

As half-term approaches, I wanted to highlight again that we are promoting reading 

for pleasure among our students, with the focus very much on students’ enjoyment. 

As part of this, we are running book clubs for each key stage to provide students 

with the opportunity to discuss their reading together. Between now and the end of 

May, we will hold two book club meetings per half term for each key stage, with 

each focusing on books suggested by a different faculty of the school. The next two 

meetings will focus on the Creative Arts and on Sport. Further details can be found 

on the school website by following this link.  

Congratulations to Year 13 student, Isaiah, who has been selected for the London and 

South East Divisional Rugby Squad. Isaiah also played for Kent U18s this year alongside 

another Olavian First XV player, Will.   

The Parents’ Association Annual General Meeting will take 

place on Wednesday 9 March via Zoom. Please do see the 

letter that was circulated earlier this week for further details. 

Nominations for Officers of the Committee (Chairman, Treasurer and 

Secretary), which should be addressed to the Secretary of the PA, must be 

received via email stolavespa@gmail.com at least 24 hours prior to the 

meeting. If you are interested and would like to know more about what it 

involves, please contact the PA via email. Minutes of the 2020 AGM can be found by following this 

link: https://www.saintolavespa.net//PA_AGM_2020.pdf 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/37/gcse-options
https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-8-Options-Evening-FAQS-2022-FINAL.pdf?t=1644415296?ts=1644415296
https://www.saintolaves.net/3893/book-club
mailto:stolavespa@gmail.com
https://www.saintolavespa.net/PA_AGM_2020.pdf


Well done to Leeke who recently won House Quiz 8 – Sports Quiz. This means the overall House 

Competition positions are: 

 

Please find the Careers News in the appendix below.  

Finally, thank you to the whole school community for their patience, support, wisdom and 

commitment during this half term. It is very much appreciated and I wish you all a restful break. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net


Careers Newsletter 

 

I am delighted to inform you all that we are resuming our lunchtime careers-related talks from a 

variety of professionals and industries.  All pupils should be encouraged to attend these talks.   

It is imperative that our students have encounters with employers and employees, and an opportunity 

to learn from employers about the wider world of work, employment and the skills that are valued in 

the workplace. 

A variety of professionals have very kindly offered to contribute their time to give our students the 

privilege of gaining meaningful encounters with them and an opportunity to acquire a firm 

understanding about labour market information. 

The first lunchtime session commences on Thursday 24 February 2022.  

 

Luke Walker from The NCS Programme will 

speak to students about how taking part in 

the NCS Summer programme will benefit 

them, and how it will teach skills to enable 

them to become both work and world 

ready.  Luke Walker will talk them through 

what happens from sign up to completion 

stage. 

This is a great programme for students to 

build up their confidence, whilst they raise 

their voice to make a positive difference 

together.  

The NCS programme leads young people to develop a taste of independence, be around other 

likeminded young people, learn and develop new skills and move out of their comfort zones, whilst 

making a positive impact in the community. 

NCS are constantly working on giving young people impactful and exciting experiences. 

 

Day  Date  Company/Professional Sector  

Thursday  3 March  NCS 
Luke Walker  

Summer School/Charity  
Sign up & QA (Years 11/12) 

Thursday  
 

10 March  Will Walker  
Investin  
 

Accessing work experience 
opportunities/Building 
professional networks 

Thursday  17 March  Morgan Stanley  
Sarah Shahnavaz 

Opportunities in the financial 
sector. 

Thursday   24 March  Daily Mail  
Neil Sears  

A day in the life of a journalist  

Thursday 31 March 
 

Iztiak Chowdhury 
 

Roles within the NHS 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

17 February 2022 

Here is a fantastic 

opportunity for 

students who 

have a keen 

interest in 

Chemistry and 

want to hear all 

about who 

Thames Water is. 

If you want to 

know about the 

various kinds of 

apprenticeships they offer (anywhere from Levels 2 to 6) and take part in interactive activities, sign up 

and find out more. 

Sign up: https://pathwayctm.com/event/virtual-work-experience-day-with-thames-water/ 

 

 

 

 

https://pathwayctm.com/event/virtual-work-experience-day-with-thames-water/

