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This week I would like to start with an update on the All Weather Pitch. You can see from the 

photograph below that it is beginning to take shape and last Friday we had a large amount of aggregate 

delivered to provide the surface for the carpet to be laid. The project is on schedule to be delivered 

around May half-term. This will be a wonderful additional resouce for the school, which was paid for 

out of The Voluntary Fund. It will allow us to expand the range of curriculum and co-curricular sport 

and exercise we can deliver and I look forward to updating you further on this project.   

 

We are currently looking for a Teacher of Physcial Education from September 2022. We are also 

looking for a Careers Lead and Letting Facilitators/Caretakers to start as soon as possible. Further 

details can be found for all these roles on the school website by following this link. Please tell your 

friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in any of these posts.  

Mrs Kemal, Mr Birtchnell and the student supervisors 

congratulate the 70 Olavian Year 13 students on successfully 

completing Edexcel’s Extended Project  2022 - the A level standard 

standalone qualification designed to extend and develop 

students’ abilities beyond the A level syllabus. Our students have 

shown great scholastic aptitude in facing the 7,000 word Projects. 

In keeping with their Year 13 leadership responsibilities, external 

examinations and university interviews the students have 

independently completed Edexcel’s rigorous Projects designed to increase higher order thinking  skills; 

resourcing knowledge; absorbing new concepts; exploring critical evaluations and testing  

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


reflective thinking. Peers and Staff enjoyed seeing the February Presentations in the Sixth Form Library  

where students illustrated their arguments on Regenerative Medicine (Elodie Gorter); Social Media 

Platforms (Serena Onamade); Particle Physics (Lara Tatli); UK Defence Systems (Harshvardhan Patel); 

Vehicular Automation (Chima Ndukwu and Pradhay Amamath); Green Engineering (Yash Karlekar) and 

Modern Monetary Theory (Tanay Saksena and Aditya Verma) - to name just a few. These exemplary 

Olavian students impressed with their superb performance – not only for themselves but as guiding 

lights for the younger members of the school showing the way to what 

is possible and achievable.  

It has been fascinating over the term to hear first the Year 11s 

presenting their HPQs, then the Year 13s with their EPQs and, finally, 

this week, the Year 8s with their LPQs. These research projects have 

been both illuminating and entertaining and, I am sure, of great value 

to the students in all sorts of ways. Congratulations to all the students 

who took part. 

We announced previously that Chinedu Ndukwu (Year 11) qualified as a finalist to the International 

German Olympics (Internationale Deutsch-Olympiade) which takes place this summer in Hamburg. 

This week, the Goethe Institut published an interview with Chinedu about his success and his view on 

German on their website. You can read this by following this link. Once again, many congratulations 

to Chinedu! 

We are thrilled to announce that the results of this year’s UK Linguistics 

Olympiad are in! Linguists in Year 12 (studying French, German, or Latin), 

as well as a few enthusiastic Year 13s who wanted another chance at the 

Olympiad, participated before half-term in the prestigious competition. 

Well done to all students for participating. Particular congratulations go 

to: Joseph Davies (Year 12), Lisa Delaney (Year 13), and Viraj Seelam (Year 

13) for achieving Bronze; and to Wren Welfare and Kiran Pearce (Year 13), 

and Nathan Choy (Year 12) for achieving Silver.  

Our Senior Rugby squad continue to build on their successes from 

the end of last term. Congratulations to the squad for winning the 

Judd 7’s recently and also to our first XV Rugby Captain, Isaiah, who 

represented London and the South East against Midlands U18s. 

Good luck to the team in the Kent 7’s, which takes place at Gravesend 

Grammar School next week.  

 

I would like to share over the coming weeks some of 

the amazing student societies that run at St. Olave’s. 

Many of them have written articles in the Academic 

Journal and as Year 13 come to the end of their time 

here, I wanted to highlight some of the work they 

do. We will start off with the Medics’ Society, whose 

president is Anupam Bandi with vice-presidents, 

Nikhil Doosa, Steven Coker, Bharathsri 

Sivasritharan, Jahnavi Singh. The St. Olave’s Medics Society is a vibrant, dedicated and thriving 

community and the perfect place for like-minded individuals interested in studying Medicine, 

Dentistry or Veterinary Science to come together to hear students and prestigious external speakers 

alike give talks, learn more about the application process and support each other in their shared  

interest and love for the subject! This year has been a successful one, with over 20 student talks on a 

https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/unt/eng/ido.html


huge range of topics from the ethics of designer babies to the evolution of the NHS, to a deep dive 

into sickle cell disease. Beyond this, we have also had many engaging ethical debates regarding 

medical topics such as vaccine mandates, the privatisation of healthcare and abortion. As well as this, 

we collaborated with some of the other esteemed societies in our school, from PolEcon to FemSoc, to 

deliver joint talks on intersecting issues. Students were also able to hear insights from expert external 

speakers, ranging from medical students offering insights on applying to university, to a senior 

member of St. Johns' Ambulance discussing first aid techniques. Outside of society meetings, features 

such as Book of the Month and Article of the Week helped support the students with their wider 

reading, while the Medics Journal saw dozens of students contributing to a high-quality journal with 

well researched articles on a plethora of medical areas of interest. Medics members have also had the 

chance to participate in university style PBL sessions run by Old Olavian medical students with 

professional experience in running these courses. All in all, despite the challenges faced during the 

year, Medics Society has had one of its best years yet with a strong outlook on the future! Thank you 

to everyone involved with this Society, especially Dr Bradley for her invaluable work.  

The PA AGM takes place on Wednesday 8 March at 8:00 pm online via Zoom. If you would like to share 

ideas for how the Association can better help your child, please follow this link to the meeting. I would 

also like to highlight the Uniform Sale organised by the PA, which will take 

place on Friday 11 March between 3:30 pm and 5:30 pm in the Great Hall. 

Well done to Year 11 student, Raphael Huille, who despite falling in the 

starting mêlée at the beginning of the run, went on to achieve a Silver medal 

in the Biathlon Championship in Bath. We wish him continued success in 

the forthcoming Schools' Biathlon Championship later this term. 

The finalists for the inter-house music competition have been chosen and the live finals will be taking 

place on the 8 and 10 March in The Great Hall at 12:50 pm. Students are invited to watch the talented 

musicians go head-to-head to compete for the crown of inter-house music champions. 

May I remind you that the the next COVID-19 vaccination day at St. Olave's Grammar School will take 

place on Friday 11 March, 2022. Uptake is currently low and if you wish for your child to be vaccinated 

on this day, please complete an electronic consent form via this link: 

https://hrch.jotform.com/220261980290957.  

Finally, well done to Bingham who remain top of the House Competition:  

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 

Headteacher 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2480722204?pwd=dnBaQWl2a3lhU0pvZmYwM3RRY2Zqdz09
https://hrch.jotform.com/220261980290957


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 
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