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I would like to begin this week by asking you to support a 

request from our Chaplain, Reverend Dr Julie Bowen. 

Following the horrific and distressing events taking place in 

Ukraine, Ukranian families in her congregation are working 

with a local organisation to send supplies out to refugees. 

This is an excellent initiative and if you would like to support 

this, please ask your child to bring in items from the 

following list:  

 

• first aid kits 

• disposable tableware 

• protein breakfast bars 

• yellow Scotch tape 

• medicines for children, adults, 
sedatives 

• women’s sanitary pads 

• nappies 

• wet wipes 

• toothbrushes 

• toothpaste 

• solid soap 

• baby food 

• chocolate bars Snickers Mars etc 

• tinned food e.g. sardines, beans etc 

 
Please only give things on the list. Contributions 

should be left in the green box by the Chaplain’s 

office. If you would like to donate money, there 

are a number of charities providing humanitarian 

relief in Ukraine, which can be found by following 

this UK Government approved link.  

 
Saturday was a hub of excitement and activity as the Year 6 students 

who have been offered a place to join us in September arrived for a 

Taster morning. They experienced four different lessons, 

familiarised themselves with the school environment, did team 

building led by the prefect team, and enjoyed some of the delights 

of the school canteen. Parents left reassured about the care and 

excellence St. Olave’s will offer, whilst the boys left with smiles on 

their faces having met others who will be joining them on the next 

stage of their academic path. An email from a parent summarised 

the morning perfectly: ‘My son has always come out of open 

mornings and when asked what he thought of the school has said “it 

was good” or “it was quite good” and not elaborated any further. He 

came out of your taster morning fizzing with excitement and exclaimed that your school is “great” and 

we literally could not stop him talking about the taster lessons he had experienced and what he had 

seen and done.’ We very much look forward to welcoming them all into our school community. 

 

 

 
 

https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal


If you are involved within education, there are a number of opportunities available to join us at  

St. Olave’s. We are currently looking for a Teacher of Physcial Education from September 2022. The 

closing date is today. We are also looking for a Head of German to cover a maternity leave from 

September, a Careers Lead and a Lettings Facilitator. Further details about these roles can be found 

on the school website by following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them to contact 

the school if they are interested in any of these posts. 

 

Thank you to all parents and students who attended the Year 8 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday. This 

is the first time many parents would have visited the school due to COVD restrictions. We hope you 

found the evening useful and it helped confirm your child’s GCSE options, which are due today. 

 

It was a pleasure to speak to the Old Olavians at their AGM on Wednesday about the vision for the 

school and the site masterplan. On the same evening, I was also able to thank the Parents’ Association 

in their AGM, especially the Chair, Zey Kagan and the committee for their tremendous hard work 

raising funds for the school, despite the challenges around COVID. 

 

In celebration of International Women’s Day 2022, St 

Olave’s students used the power of words and animation to 

send a message of hope for a future where all are equal, 

irrespective of gender. Year 12 students Esther O’Neill and 

Guneeka Chitkara’s beautiful poem ‘All We Ask for Is 

Change’ has been brought to life by the artistic hand of 

Sriram Senthil (Year 8), to show how young women and men 

can work together to create a better future. The video can 

be viewed through the following link: All I ask for is change 

animation - YouTube  

Year 11 student, Wafi Ali, also produced a short poem in 

celebration of the day, which you can read in the Appendix. 

Well done to our Year 13 student and Senior Prefect Team, 

Jahnavi Singh, Scarlett O’Keefe, Milly Hennessy and Rhea 

Rentala, who led a brilliant assembly on this year’s theme for 

International Women’s Day: Break the Bias. The ladies spoke 

with eloquence, confidence, and conviction, and should be 

commended for all the hard work that went into putting the 

assembly together, it was inspiring to see. And finally, nine of 

our Sixth Formers enjoyed a trip to the Courthouse Hotel, 

where World Vision offered a free screening of award-winning 

documentary ‘Girl Rising’. The film followed the story of nine 

inspirational young women across the globe as they strive beyond circumstance, demonstrating the 

strength of the human spirit and the power of education to change the world. It was a moving watch 

and a great opportunity to see the brilliant work being done by World Vision to tackle sexism and 

promote equality across the globe.  

Congratulations to Year 12 student, Bukunmi, for 

curating an exhibition for the Surface Design Awards 

at the Business Design centre. The Surface Design 

show is a prestigious event where pieces from the 48 

finalists of the Surface Design Awards are showcased. 

The selected pieces highlighted the innovations in 

surfaces from architectural practices around the 

world. Bukumni was successful in creating an 

exploratory experience, by playing with lighting and 

fabric where attendees of the event curiously 

disappeared into the forest of fabric she created. She 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPast7gS2p4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPast7gS2p4


explored a range of materials varying in thickness, colour, and size, all to accentuate the theme of the 

Surface Design Awards.  

In my series of highlighting societies, which take place within school, this week 

we look at the Law Society whose presidents are Justin Adesina and Prajval 

Haldia.  This year, they have engaged in a variety of presentations given by our 

Year 12 cohort. Topics have included: tax law, jury equity, and wrongful 

convictions amidst many others. As well as presentations they have held 

intellectual debates on current legislation, such as the new policing bill, and 

hope to engage in more in the future. They hope to compete in The Bar Mock 

Trial, a national competition that will see them competing against other schools 

in a mock trial, judged on their ability to run a trial rather than the verdict. As 

well as this, we organise an annual Law Journal, giving students the opportunity 

to explore any area of the law that they find particularly interesting. As they approach the end of the 

academic year, the previous presidency team will return to provide a detailed account of their 

experiences in higher education studying law as well as some tips and tricks to help with the UCAS 

process alongside our current presidents. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently: 

 

• We successfully beat Hampton School and are through to the final of the Hans Woyda 

Mathematics Competition where we will meet either RGS High Wycombe or St. Paul’s School. 

Good luck to the students in the final! 

• Congratualtions to Year 12 student, Eva Wyld, who has been selected as one of the winners 

of the Royal Holloway Young Composer Competition 2022. Her choral piece will be performed 

and recorded at a concert in May at Royal Holloway.  

• We are delighted to share that Year 8 student, Arjun Singh, has achieved a Merit for his Music 

performance in Classical Guitar Grade 5 examination. 

 

I would like to express my concern about the number of parents who are currently dropping students 

at the front of school rather than using the Park Avenue entrance. Only in exceptional circumstances 

should students be dropped-off at the front of School (e.g. if they are carrying a large musical 

instrument or they are injured). Parents must not drop their child on Goddington Lane if they are late 

due to the lack of pavement and concerns around safety as your child walks through the car park.  

A reminder that the next Zoom prayer meeting for parents and supporters of St. Olave's, will take 

place this Saturday 12 March from 9:00 am to 9:30 am. Please use the following link for the meeting 

or access the meeting using Meeting ID: 874 8482 6115 and Passcode: qmTp38. Please direct any 

queries to Mrs Cattermole via the School Office. 

Fasting is common over most religions and Ramadan is about fasting, 

generosity, charity, self-discipline, and recharging our spiritual, as well 

as physical, selves. The Parents’ Association and the Islamic Society at 

St. Olave’s are hoping to share the spirit of Ramadan and have invited 

leaders from different faiths including our own Reverend Dr Julie 

Bowen, as well as leaders from Jewish, Hindu and Islamic faith to share 

the virtues of fasting across different religions.  This will take place on 

Friday 22 April. Tickets are available to purchase via the school’s online 

payment system sQuid. The Iftar programme will be the ‘breaking of 

the fast’ at sunset where a five-course iftar will be shared followed by 

food. This is a simple but collective event where we hope to celebrate 

the spirit of Ramadan by raising money for the PA and for a local 

charity. We hope that you can join us in celebrating the spirit of 

Ramadan and an inter-faith celebration.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87484826115?pwd=NGMyRndacmZrQkNqc3Z5aXdycW1mdz09


Finally, Cultural evening is back after two COVID affected years and promises 

to be a night of phenomenal performances, magnificent food and an exciting 

raffle, where you could win up to £100 of Amazon vouchers. The event is 

taking place on Friday 18 March from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm. Tickets are £13 for 

adults, £9 for students and £5 for U12s. Raffle tickets can be purchased on 

sQuid and all our proceeds will go to charity. In addition, parents and 

students are encouraged to bring food donations along to Cultural Evening, 

to allow everyone to share and enjoy the range of cultural cuisines at our 

school. If you plan to donate food, please fill out the form linked below, and 

list any and all allergens in the ingredients.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iX0vmvlX1EWBBL5CKcYsZAiYGLLXj-

5LojUzrlMD71BUNzlZNDYxME81WENOREhGUzQwREVZMVpMUC4u  

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iX0vmvlX1EWBBL5CKcYsZAiYGLLXj-5LojUzrlMD71BUNzlZNDYxME81WENOREhGUzQwREVZMVpMUC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iX0vmvlX1EWBBL5CKcYsZAiYGLLXj-5LojUzrlMD71BUNzlZNDYxME81WENOREhGUzQwREVZMVpMUC4u
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net


Appendix 

A Poem for International Women’s Day  

 

Tearing the walls of the past for peace  

Uncaging gender from humanity’s perfunctory pities  

Yet we instigate the divide that our genetics define  

In this age who thought indolence held our mercenary pride  

3.5 million books this robot read  

Yet upon many rogue prejudices its intellect tread  

Men just and honourable but women so shrewish  

Who created these labels, this summarising season  

Flourishing arts of separation we indeed would win  

But compassion, empathy animals subjugate us in  

Radicalists and feminists, individualists and liberalists  

All fighting for the same essence, equality, ergo  

Stop feeding the fuel to the fire to glow,  

A petrifying heartless separating blow  

Of spiteful flames, stereotypes of our last  

Generations and generations; the moment has now sparked  

To rise and recollect our voices once more  

Behold, vanquished the door of severance evermore  

 

Wafi Ali 


