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Thank you to all pupils and parents who donated items for 

Ukrainian refugees organised by Rev Dr Bowen. Dr Bowen 

confirmed that these supplies left at the end of last week 

and we hope they will reach the people in need as soon as 

possible. Supplies are still being sent out so if you would like 

to donate any of the following items they will be put to good 

use: 

 

• first aid kits 

• disposable tableware 

• protein breakfast bars 

• yellow Scotch tape 

• medicines for children, adults, 

sedatives 

• women’s sanitary pads 

• nappies 

• wet wipes 

• toothbrushes 

• toothpaste 

• solid soap 

• baby food 

• chocolate bars Snickers Mars etc 

• tinned food e.g. sardines, beans etc 

 

There are a number of opportunities avaialble for you, your family or friends to join us at St. Olave’s, 

especially if you are involved in education. A reminder that we looking to recruit a Head of German to 

cover a maternity leave from September, a Careers Lead, a Lettings Facilitator and a member of staff 

to join the Site Team. We are also looking to recruit a Teacher of Chemistry and a Teacher of 

Mathematics.  Further details can be found about these roles on the school website by following this 

link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in any 

of these posts. 

I am pleased to share with you our fifth edition of the Olavian Wellbeing 

Journal, Insight. This year’s journal includes a variety of articles from students, 

staff and external contributors on a range of topics from ‘The Power of 

Geometry’ to ‘The Impact of Mental Illness in Abstract Painters’. Thank you to 

Year 13 student, Rhea Rental, and all those involved in putting this journal 

together. The foreward by Mrs Maxwell, Deputy Headteacher, highlights that 

as “we look towards the future, we hold onto the hope mental health will be 

considered as important as physical health by everyone.” I hope this journal 

serves as a postive reminder and articles in the publication can be read by 

following this link. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies
https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/INSIGHT-5.pdf?t=1647366074?ts=1647366074


Thank you to all parents and students who attended the Year 7 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday. This 

is the first time many parents would have visited the school due to COVD restrictions. We hope you 

found the evening useful and you received key information about how your son is settling into school. 

The Spring Mid-Term Concert featured a 

diverse range of solo and ensemble 

performances, with the standard once 

again set very high. Mr Blew’s Strings 

Group performed a movement from 

Handel’s Water Music Suite with 

appropriate energy and elegance to open 

the programme. The first half then 

included brilliant piano solos from Oliver in 

Year 9, Edward and Armand in Year 7 and 

Kenji in Year 12. Eythan’s boisterous trombone solo was full of character and Thomas gave voice to 

another less-heard solo instrument, the viola, in his expressive playing. After some much-needed 

refreshment, kindly provided by the Parents’ Association, the second half of the programme began 

with an arrangement of The Beatles’ ‘Daytripper’, given by Mr Tarlton’s Classical Guitar Ensemble. 

Ruiqi and Matias in Year 13 gave a beautiful rendition of one movement from Beethoven’s ‘Spring 

Sonata’, one of the most challenging pieces of violin repertoire of its day, not to mention having an 

equally demanding piano accompaniment! Alfie adeptly demonstrated Bach’s intricate counterpoint 

in his performance of one of the organ trio sonata movements. It was a treat then to hear a second 

piece on the trombone, David this time highlighting the instrument’s more sensitive side. Two pianists 

followed: Harvey with a sparky performance of ‘Mister Trumpet Man’, then Ademofe, making his own 

stylish interpretation of the Stevie Wonder classic ‘Ribbon in the sky’. Rounding off proceedings with 

another popular number, the Improvisation Ensemble gave us its take on Miles Davis’ ‘Freddie 

Freeloader’, featuring delightful, improvised solos from all members of the group in turn. Many 

congratulations are due to everyone involved in performing, directing and organising the evening’s 

entertainment. Our next major musical event will be our Stage and Screen Showcase. These 

performances will take place on Wednesday 30 March at 7:00 pm in the Great Hall. 

 

Rishi and Tanish, Year 10, took part in the 

Bromley regional final of the Jack Petchey 

SPEAKOUT! Competition at Hayes School 

earlier this month. This was an excellent 

opportunity to hone their skills as public 

speakers and mix with other like-minded 

students from across the borough. Making 

a speech is a nerve-wracking task for many, 

but good preparation for future life. 

Competitors were assessed on the delivery, 

content and structure of their speeches. Rishi spoke on mental health awareness; delivering a lively 

speech that ranged through Einstein and Kit Kat eating to losing a family member to dementia. Tanish 

spoke about artificial intelligence, its dangers and possibilities. Both acquitted themselves very well 

and visibly grew in confidence throughout the preparation. Well done to both for their hard work and 

dedication!  

 



Tuesday was the Ides of March, which turned out to 

be an auspicious date for the Classics Lecture Day 

when Dr Sonya Nevin and Steve Simons (University of 

Cambridge) addressed Year 9, Year 10 and Sixth Form 

students of Latin and Classical Civilisation about their 

digital work animating Greek art for schools and 

museums. Abdul Rehman and Edward Bell (9L) write, 

“We found the talk on the history of Greek women, art 

and music fascinating. From geometric patterns on vases, to the Trojan War and the beautiful love 

poetry of a Greek woman named Sappho to the process and development of Sonya’s and Steve’s own 

animated vases and music made the ancient world come alive for us.” For more information, please 

look up Our Mythical Childhood Project at www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl and www.panoply.org.uk 

We celebrated the French language this week 

alongside the rest of the francophone world. All 

French-speaking countries organised quizzes, 

competitions, special exhibitions, talks and dictation 

competitions in schools, which led to different 

activities being organised during our French classes. 7B 

and 7L were asked to compete in small groups of four 

to free Obelix from the Escape room in which he was 

locked using puzzles on language learnt so far, including a mathematical element. Year 7 and 8 French 

classes attended a play performed by the Onatti Theatre Company, the plot being perfectly suited to 

the theme of the week. The play entitled ‘The world has gone French’, performed in both French and 

English, was about an English teenager who, while trying to solve a puzzle map of the world, discovers 

that everybody he meets only speaks French. By finding the missing countries in the puzzle, which turn 

out to be French-speaking countries, he realises that French is spoken in more countries than he 

thought originally. Some students were called to take part and it was a great success with the classes 

involved. Year 9 classes did research on a francophone country of their choice and produced 

beautifully illustrated pieces of work which we are using for display in the MFL corridor. It is very 

pleasing to see the level of effort made by the students, both in the quality of the language and the 

illustrations. Year 10 students had been asked to watch a variety of French films and they prepared 

presentations with Power Point slides which they presented in 

target language to their peers. They learnt new words in doing so 

and all enjoyed the films they had been allocated to present. Thank 

you to Mr Twose, Franklin Baron and Griffin Keemer for organising 

a House Quiz for the whole school on the theme of francophone 

countries and a video was shared with all the forms. Our thanks go 

to Suzi and the catering team for offering jambalaya and 

profiteroles to the menu on Thursday and decorating the counter 

to mark the event. 

On Thursday 10 March, students studying German for GCSE in Years 9 and 10 were fortunate to have 

the Onatti Theatre Company perform a play, entirely in German, for them. The play was performed by 

two actors only, who played several parts between them – and spoke only in German. There were 

engaging interactive elements in the performance, as well as lots of comedy and entertainment. Some 

audience members even got splashed by a water pistol at one point! It was a very enjoyable 

experience, and students were able to get a confidence boost by how much language they understood, 

and they were able to ask lots of questions to the actors at the end.  

 

 

http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/
http://www.panoply.org.uk/


 

In my series of highlighting societies, which take place 

within school, this week it is the turn of the Physics and 

Engineering Society. Their President is Lara Tatli with Vice 

Presidents Caleb Lee and Jamie Perry. Physics and 

Engineering Society is run for physicists and engineers 

alike with an interest in understanding how and why our 

universe behaves the way that it does, and how we can 

apply this knowledge practically to shape our daily lives. This year, they have hosted a huge variety of  

talks and quizzes within diverse areas of the subject, from fundamental physics topics such as the 

Standard Model of Particle Physics, through to applied engineering such as how musical instruments 

work. Some highlights include a talk on ‘Chaos Theory’ and a simulation of the Lorenz Attractor by 

Moosa Saghir (Year 12), and a show-and-tell of some old engineering equipment by Vice President 

Jamie Perry (Year 13). Most recently, President Lara Tatli (Year 13) presented a talk on ‘The history of 

quantum mechanics’, which included solving the famous Dirac Equation and using it to prove the 

existence of antimatter. Physics and Engineering Society runs every Friday at 1:00 pm in S7 for Years 

12 and 13 and continues to be among the most popular societies at St. Olave’s with a fantastic weekly 

turnout and over 130 followers on Instagram. Last summer, they also ran the society’s very first essay 

competition, and our winners were: Adrian Manickarajah (Year 13 – Photon counting CT scans), Rohan 

Selva-Radov (Year 12 - Superconductors) and Tony Ndukwu (Year 11 – Hydrogen fuel). They are looking 

forward to publishing the next edition of the Physics and Engineering Journal and have received some 

fantastic articles. 

Congratulations to Year 8 student, Aditya Singh, who secured a Merit in his Grade 1 Piano Examination. 

Finally, well done to Bingham who continue to lead the House Competition: 

 

Students have been competing in a range of events recently. Thank you to everyone who took part, 

with the winning houses being: 

Dodgeball winners! 

• Year 7 - Leeke 

• Year 8 - Cure and Leeke tied 1st  

• Year 9 - Bingham  

• Year 10 - Harvard and Leeke tied 1st  

• Year 11 - Harvard  

 

 

 

 



 

Live House Music Winners Participation - Cure  

• Final 1 - Harvard  

• Final 2 - Bingham  

House Quiz - Medics  

• Congratulations to Leeke and Year 10 for the best scores and participation.  

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

