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Well done and thank you! We made it – another term has come to its close and the whole school 

community has done an incredible job supporting each other over the last term. You will see in this 

Newsletter the wide range of activities that have taken place just this week. The enthusiasm and 

energy from colleagues and students to organise and take part in these events is nothing short of 

impressive. I cannot thank everyone enough for their hard work and commitment.  

 

May I remind you that there are a number of opportunities available for you, your family or friends to 

join us at St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. A reminder that we looking to recruit 

a Head of German (Maternity Cover), a Careers Lead and a Lettings Facilitator. We are also looking to 

recruit a Trips Administrator. Further details about these roles can be found on the school website by 

following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are 

interested in any of these posts. 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to announce the new Senior 

Prefect Team for 2022 - 2023. I am sure you will join me in 

offering our warmest congratulations to joint Captains of 

School: Rohini 

Kumar and Rohan 

Selva-Radov, with 

Vice Captains: 

Amore Adams, Max 

Dawkins, Jessica Liddemore, George O’Connor and Teodor 

Wator. Thank you and well done also to the students who put 

themselves forward to be part of the team but did not make 

the final selection.  

 

I mentioned the Hans Woyda Competition in last week’s 

Newsletter, but felt it was important to expand further on this 

outstanding achievement. This was the first year St. Olave’s 

Grammar School had entered the Hans Woyda Competition 

and after a long group stage, we qualified first to proceed into 

the Cup competition. This led to victories against St Paul’s 

Girls School, KCS Wimbledon and Hampton School. In the final 

we competed against previous winners, St Paul’s School. After 

a neck-and-neck mathematical battle, we became champions in our first ever appearance after team 

captain Velian Velikov took the score from 45-46 to St. Paul’s to 47-46 in the very last question. 

Congratulations to Velian, Eduardo, Ben and Shaurya. Thank you to Ms Lawrence who, with her strong 

enthusiasm and help, made this historic victory possible. 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


 

Recently we saw the coveted Cultural 

Evening return after two COVID affected 

years. The evening was filled with 

phenomenal performances, food and 

magnificent cultural attire! Performances 

ranged from traditional dances and music 

to more modern rap and a thoughtful 

cultural speech delivered by one of our 

younger students. It was fantastic to see 

such a range of beautiful tradition clothing 

as well. The night raised in the region of £2500 all for Fareshare UK. A massive thank you to the Cultural 

Evening Committee for putting together such an amazing event despite the numerous restrictions 

across the last year. 

Over the last two weeks the English department has taken all Year 7 

students to see a live performance of Macbeth at the Globe. This was an 

excellent opportunity to experience live Shakespearean theatre in an 

authentic setting. It was a specially adapted 90-minute version aimed at 

school students that retained the original language. This will help them 

imagine and set into context future plays that they study in class. 

Students were gripped by the stagecraft and evil scheming of Macbeth’s 

‘vaulting ambition’.  

 

Following on from our careers sessions to inform Year 10 about chemical 

engineering, we are delighted that Fiona Erskine, a working chemical engineer and 

author, has agreed to answer questions from students over Teams at a lunchtime 

meeting on 28 April. Students in Year 10 or above wishing to attend the session 

should register their interest by 22 April on the MS Form here and read Fiona’s book 

‘Phosphate Rocks’ in advance. It blends mystery, history and chemistry in ‘an 

engaging novel that cleverly leads the reader through a winding series of 

interrelated stories detailing five decades in a factory’s life and its eventual demise’. 

Fiona Erskine herself has been described as ‘quite possibly the best mystery novelist ever to have 

taken up the quill in the name of chemistry.’ 

Well done to all our Fives players who were kept busy 

last week at Eton College whilst competing in the 2022 

Eton Fives Schools’ National Championships. In the 

U16 Semi-Finals, Thomas Farmer and Aditya Anoop 

beat Harrow School in a very strong performance, 

winning 3-0. Their final against Highgate’s first pair 

proved to be another amazing match.  After losing the 

first set, the students were even more driven to win. 

Their determination paid off and Thomas and Aditya won 3 games to 1 (7-12, 12-7, 12-7, 12-10) 

becoming the U16s Schools’ National Champions. The U15s final saw Oluwafolabomi Adenugba and 

Aadi Agarwal put up a great battle but ultimately lost 3-0 to top seeds Berkhamsted. Meanwhile, at  

St. Paul’s School in Hammersmith, Caleb Boy and Genesis Nsenga started their U18s Rugby Fives 

singles campaign on Saturday, qualifying for the semi-finals. 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iX0vmvlX1EWBBL5CKcYsZCLcpDCQkUxKk_G2EVvM6flUMlNTUE80NjJVM0RMN080N0VUSUpFSkEzVi4u&web=1&wdLOR=cB7850242-0891-429E-B2A3-961F948F4283


 

Congratulations to the Sixth Form students who have put together the new 

edition of The Olavian Economist edited by Year 13 students, Shrey 

Choudhary, Shahar Eyal, Zachariah Fischer, Elodie Gorter and Matthew 

Todorov. Their articles cover a broad range of fascinating topics within the 

section, ranging from the provision of public services  to  help  inequality  

on  a  national  scale,  to  the  role  of  the  technological  revolution  in 

aiding low-skilled workers to the psychology of poverty. Furthermore, to 

gain an expert view on the state of poverty and inequalities within the UK, 

Dr David Khabaz of the University of Westminster participates in an 

interview, touching on his interest in media reporting of key issues and 

specifically the effect of the pandemic, drawing on his research with several notable research 

institutions. In addition to  economic  theory  and  policy,  the  social,  psychological,  and  philosophical 

effects  of inequality  and  poverty  are  presented  through  insightful  arguments  and  probing  

questions.  We hope you enjoy this rounded selection of perspectives and that you find these articles 

informative, thought-provoking and accessible to all interests. 

We were also pleased that five former Olavians were able to speak (virtually) to our female students 

at our Women in Economics Society about their experience at university. The aim of the society is to 

achieve gender equality in Economics. Thank you to Sofia Cotterill, Aadya Tripathi, Sheena Akende, 

Victoria Dimitrova and Poppy Wheeler. The current Olavians were able to benefit from their guidance 

and support in relation to Economics, PPE and Finance and all five speakers presented impressively.  

This week Year 7 and 8 fast track Germanists received replies from 

their pen pals in Germany. The boys had written to them earlier 

this academic year to start off what we hope will be a long 

friendship. The pen pals attend our partner school, the IGS in 

Wilhelmshaven, in the North of Germany. In Year 10, the boys will 

have the chance to visit this area and meet their pen pals.  

 

 Year 9 German students were learning about German Easter customs, 

such as Easter-bonfires, ‘Easter trees’, and the intricate decoration of 

Easter eggs. They made their own ‘Fensterdekorationen’, or ‘window 

decorations’ on an Easter theme, which are also very common across 

Germany in shops and homes at this time of year. 

 

 

 

In my series of highlighting societies, which take 

place within school, this week it is the turn of the 

Literature Society. Their presidents are Martha 

Hodgson, Elise Stringfellow, and Crystal Nettey. 

They have had a year full of wonderful pieces of 

literature, and the wonderful people who engage 

with them. Talks ranging from Detective Fiction to 

Nonsense Literature and The Marquis de Sade to 

the Gothic. They have been diverse and numerous, each enlightening and intriguing; helping to   



 

 

broaden students’ literary horizons and allowing speakers to be enthusiastic about the subjects they 

love in a society where this is not just appreciated but encouraged. Quizzes and Topical debate 

sessions, this society has something for everyone. Helping show just how important literature is to 

every field of study, even in the most unexpected spaces, like our collaboration with Space Society on 

Adams’ The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy. They have run poetry workshops, many of those 

produced featured in our Society Journals, and creative writing. Giving members the opportunity to 

chase their own interests and think imaginatively, without borders or limitations of the curriculum of 

checklist criteria. As a society, they appreciate the many different forms of literature and the many 

different ways in which people can engage with it. Producing their Literature Journal and Blog, filled 

with writing by their members, the ways in which their members can contribute their own work is 

numerable; there is no one way to be a lover of literature, and as a society, we seek to foster these 

personal discoveries.  

“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If I were a young 

person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by reading, just as I 

did when I was young.” ― Maya Angelou – America poet. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently:  

• Congratulations to Year 13 student, Nils 

André, who received the Elite National Finalist 

Award in the Oxford University Computing 

Challenge. He falls amongst the top 20 

Computer Science students nationally. 

• Well done to Year 12 student, Upanshu Tyagi, 

who has been selected to be part of the Youth 

Forum for the RIBA (Royal Institute of British 

Architects).  

• Well done to Year 10 student, Rishi Nandakumar, who passed his Grade 4 ABRSM examination 

in Piano. 

• Congratulations to Year 7 student, Ashvik Dubey, who achieved a Merit in his Grade 5 ABRSM 

examination in Violin.  

• Please follow this link to a video showing work completed by Year 9 students (on the sieve of 

Eratosthenes - algorithm for prime numbers) in Computer Science lessons recently. 

Thank you for the many responses which we have so far received to the parental survey circulated last 

week. If you have not yet had a chance to do so, please could I invite you to submit a response. The 

link can be found in the email sent to you earlier this week by Mr Budds.  All responses are appreciated, 

will be read and will be taken into consideration as the school plans how best to develop its provision 

for your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/67db39c0-c006-4917-b0d8-722c17f7a8c9


 

 

Finally, Bingham still lead the House Competition followed by Harvard and Leeke, with Cure bringing 

up the rear in 4th place. Well done to all who have been involved in the numerous competitions over 

this term, and more recently merits totals, House football and the O Factor. 

 

I hope you have an enjoyable and restful break.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

