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I would like to start this week’s Newsletter again by sharing my dismay as to how a few parents and 

carers are dropping their children off at school. I am filled with anxiety as pupils are let out of cars 

from the driver’s side, which leads to doors being opened onto the middle of Park Avenue as cars drive 

past. This morning, this behaviour almost led to a serious accident. The safety and wellbeing of all our 

students is paramount in school as well as on the way to school. I ask that you are mindful of this when 

dropping your child off in the morning and picking them up in the evening. 

On Monday, Year 12 spent the day preparing for university 

applications. This is an exciting point in their education as 

they begin to make decisions about their futures. We were 

joined by Vicky Glazer who works for the University of Exeter. 

She gave an interesting general overview of going to university and how to apply, highlighting the vast 

array of options available to students. Students then had sessions on writing a personal statement and 

on how to complete their applications. In the afternoon, we were joined by former students, Georgia, 

Tavishi, Josh and Srikar, who held a Q&A session with the 

year group. Questions ranged from how to best prepare 

for Oxbridge exams to what societies are there at 

university. Year 12 had a number of questions and 

appreciated the student perspective on going to 

university. We would like to thank the four former 

students who gave up their time to help - it is always a 

pleasure to see Old Olavians coming back to help the next 

cohort. Year 12 will now begin the process of applying to 

university and we look forward to working with them on 

this over the coming months. 

It was our turn this week to host the 14 French partners who 

hosted our Year 9 participants in their homes and school during 

Activities Week 1. They arrived with their two teachers a week 

ago at St Pancras International Station where our students were 

really keen and very happy to see their French partners again. On 

Friday, the French group travelled to London to see The Tower 

of London and The Crown Jewels. They spent the weekend 

enjoying activities organised for them by their host families 

where they had ample opportunities to practise their English. On 

Monday, the French students visited Trafalgar Square, Downing Street, Buckingham Palace and had a 

picnic lunch in St James’ Park. On Tuesday, they followed their English partners in their lessons and 

form time so that they could experience a ‘day in the life’ of a British secondary school student.  

 

 

 



 

 

This was followed by a tea party. On Wednesday, they visited the 

Science Museum and enjoyed a matinee performance of ‘Wicked’ 

at the Apollo Victoria Theatre. They returned to Lille yesterday 

after a busy and engaging visit. Many thanks to the colleagues who 

allowed these extra visitors in their lessons, and for the help of the 

staff organising the trip, including Mrs Saunders, Mrs Rogers and 

Mrs Berry. This remains a hugely enriching way for our students to 

gain confidence in their language acquisition as well as to discover 

a different culture and develop their social skills.  

Last night, the audience was treated to an 

evening of outstanding performances by many 

talented instrumentalists across all age 

ranges. There were a combination of brilliant 

individual performances and ensembles. The 

evening began with the Summer Strings 

playing ‘James Bond’ and ended with the Improvisation Ensemble 

performing ‘Acercate Mas’ by Osvaldo Farres. In between, among 

other excellent pieces, Eva Wyld sang ‘Ave Maria’, Kaustubh Malviya 

played ‘Always With Me, Always With You’ on the electric guitar and Matilda Bates performed 

exquisitely ‘Violin Concerto Op. 26 in G Minor Second Movement.’ It was a particularly happy occasion 

for our musicians to be performing so expressively for a live audience. We would like to thank  

Mr Blew, Mrs Watkins, Mr Price and the peripatetic teachers for their support of our musicians, as 

well as the PA for providing refreshments for performers and audience alike. A short video of the 

evening can be found on our new Instagram account and can be seen by following this link. 

The winners of this year's BBC Young Reporter Competition 

have been revealed, and congratulations go to Year 9 student 

Robin Saldanha, who has been announced as a winner in the 

Newsround Category. Young people aged 11-18 submitted 

their original story ideas to the competition, which is in its 

fourth year. It gives young people the chance to produce their 

own story with BBC programme makers, producers and 

journalists. Judges included programme editors and commissioners from across the BBC as well as 

presenters and reporters, including Huw Edwards, Naga Munchetty, and Nikki Fox from BBC News, 

Radio 1's Roisin Hastie, The One Show's Alex Jones and Newsround's Ricky Boleto and Shanequa Paris. 

We would like to invite you to join us on Tuesday 5 July for 

some outdoor theatre.  At 6pm in the Business Centre garden, 

we will have our Lower School comedy plays.  Students in 

Years 7 to 10 will perform in a Roald Dahl Medley which gives 

a new perspective on favourites ‘Matilda’, ‘The Twits’, ‘Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory’ and ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’.  We then 

have Tom Stoppard's hilarious murder mystery, 'The Real 

Inspector Hound'.  Keep your fingers crossed for sunshine, 

and we will provide the entertainment.  Tickets are available 

via sQuid, so do come and enjoy the show! 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/


 

 

These are still opportunities available for you, your family or friends to join us at St. Olave’s, especially 

if you are involved in education. We are currently looking to recruit a Cover Supervisor. Please tell 

your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in this post. 

A reminder that applications for Year 7 Entry 2023 are now open and applications can be made via 

this link 

I wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://stogs.applicaa.com/3
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
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