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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                    
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Welcome back to everyone after our first ever two-week half-term. I hope you all found the additional 

time away from school useful and you were able to catch-up with friends and family as well as 

spending some time recharging the batteries. 

I would like to start this week’s Newsletter by sharing a message from Mr Adrian Boyd, the Chair of 

Governors. 

 “Following on from the recent communications from the Headteacher 

about the parent governor elections I thought that now would be a 

good time to provide you with a few broader updates from the 

Governing Body.  

The Headteacher, Senior Leadership team and staff continue to do a 

fantastic job in running the school on a day to day basis, evidenced by 

the amazing exam results, the pastoral support and co-curricular activities that the Headteacher 

regularly updates you on.  

In addition to monitoring this day to day operational performance the Governing Body are also focused 

on medium and long term strategic improvements. For example, we continue to support the school’s 

enhanced pastoral provision and have recently created a new sub committee to focus on this key 

objective. A longer term initiative is around how we could potentially redevelop the school site. Whilst 

we have an indicative vision for this, any implementation depends on raising significant funding, either 

via the voluntary fund or other fundraising initiatives. It hopefully goes without saying that all of this 

runs in parallel to facilitating the high quality teaching and learning that St. Olave’s is renowned for.  

If you’d like to find out more about the Governing Body please follow this link to the school website.  

Adrian Boyd 

Chair of Governors.” 
 

We were made aware over half-term that six Year 13 students 

won second prize in the Imperial College London Science at 

Heart and Lung School Teams Prize 2022. The students were 

Ananjan Ganguli, Chinazom Achu, Shreeya Agarwal, Guneeka 

Chitkara, Obaapa Kyei-Baffour and Asmita Sumana. The aim of 

the competition was to help students stretch beyond the school 

curriculum and learn about the excitement of research. Their 

challenge was to design an ePoster which illustrated a strategy 

for combining hard sciences with biomedicine to reduce the number of deaths and disabilities caused 

by heart and circulatory disease. 55 schools submitted an ePoster and ten schools were shortlisted for 

the final. Our team’s design was ‘The TB Tester’. They will each receive a certificate and in addition, 

St. Olave’s receives £2000 to go towards supporting science-related activity in the school. 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/26/the-governing-body


The start of half term began with 

our students taking part in the 

Silver DofE, which is very much a 

step up from the Bronze Award due 

to a much longer and more testing 

expedition. 37 students arrived at 

school on Saturday prepared for the 

3-day expedition. Ahead of them 

lay 55 plus kilometres of navigation and back packing, camping and cooking. The teams were divided 

onto two routes, red and blue with six staff in hot pursuit. Day One the groups enjoyed blustery but 

ultimately good weather throughout the day and a cool evening. The teams worked well, all getting in 

before 5:00 pm and into route planning for the next day. Day Two saw some weary bodies up and out 

on another long day moving across the North Downs, settling in for a very wet night. Day Three 

continued with rain, with the teams making 

their way back to school. Well done to all the 

teams for their resilience under some difficult 

conditions.  As always, a big thank you to all 

the staff who came out to help including, Mr 

Holland, Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll, Miss 

Difford, Miss Foster, Mr Jewson and Mr Lay. 

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to this year’s Harvest collection. We were able to 

give the local food bank 14 crates of food and toiletries. The foodbank will be sharing the items to help 

feed the over 1500 people a week they are currently supporting. Your support to the local community 

is very much appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone who donated money for World Mental Health Day. The students raised £185, 

which will be donated to the charity, Young Minds.   

St. Olave’s Parents’ Association would like to invite you to the AGM on Thursday 10 November at  

8:00 pm in the School Main Library where we look forward to meeting you and hearing your ideas for 

how the PA can better help your child, you, and the school. 

I am delighted to announce the return of The Olavian Lecture Series, after a pandemic-enforced hiatus 

over the past two years. These talks are a brilliant chance to hear first-hand from experts who have 

achieved excellence in their respective fields, and gain an insight into new areas of scholarship. This 

term’s lectures will be exploring protein folding from a multidisciplinary perspective, and giving an 

introduction to the field of musicology. The first talk will be on Tuesday 15 November at 5:00 pm either 

in the Chapel or Great Hall. 

Professor Jane Clarke FRS FMedSci: “Finding the Right Path” 

Emeritus Professor of Molecular Biophysics in the Yusuf Hamied Department of Chemistry at the 

University of Cambridge Professor Clarke’s talk will be in two parts: In the first part, she will  

show how we can use the tools of physics, chemistry and computational science to understand one of 

the central problems in biology: How do proteins fold, how do we find out, and why does it matter?   

 



In the second part, Professor Clarke will discuss her career path – how does the granddaughter of a 

South Wales miner end up as a Fellow of the Royal Society and President of a Cambridge College?  The 

answer is: not by the usual route – and by having a lot of support on the journey! 

The Olavian Lecture Series is open to all students and their families, Old Olavians, and members of our 

local community. As in previous years, we will also be inviting students from our neighbouring schools 

to attend the events. If you would like to attend, please complete the Microsoft Form accessible here 

(at https://forms.office.com/r/Cn3gmvX1WE), so that we are better able to anticipate numbers. 

A group of parents and supporters of St. Olave's will be meeting on Zoom throughout this academic 

year, on the second Saturday of every month at 9:00 am, to pray for the school community. The next 

meeting is Saturday 12 November at 9:00 am. If you would like to join please use this link or the details 

provided. For more information please contact the School Chaplain or school office. The meeting ID 

and passcode for this meeting are: 

• Meeting ID: 788 5506 8368 

• Passcode: G1ZRB4 

Congratulations to all the Year 10 and Year 11 students who competed in the F1 in Schools' Regional 

competition, with two teams making it through to the National Finals. However, all 5 teams did 

exceptionally well and won different awards: 

Entry Class: 

TORI VELOCI - Fastest Car  

INFERNO - Best Engineered Car and 1st Place 

 

Development Class: 

TACHYON - 1st Place - and a spot at the National Finals  

 

Professional Class: 

PROTONIC - Star Quality award: Pit display  

TECHTONIK - 2nd Place - and a spot at the National Finals  

Good luck to the Year 11 team, TACHYON, and the Year 10 team, INFERNO, as they compete in the 

next stages of the competition.  

There have been a number of achievements, events and successes recently. Well done to all students. 

• Congratulations to Year 12 student, Paul, who won Bronze in the doubles of the Suffolk U17 

Silver badminton tournament.  

• Congratulations to Year 7 student, Aarav, who has 

been selected for the U12 Kent rugby squad.  

• Well done to Year 10 student, Kirthi Pranav Murali 

Krishnan who took part in the Big Bang Theory 

competition.  His entry was chosen for the Big Bang 

Theory Gallery which can be seen by following this 

link. 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/Cn3gmvX1WE
https://forms.office.com/r/Cn3gmvX1WE
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78855068368?pwd=3wwfGMQGGmrRZCIakLNf2PIC9QYlkI.1
https://www.thebigbang.org.uk/the-big-bang-competition/the-big-bang-project-gallery/?entry=robot+indoor+navigation


• Well done to Year 8 student, Arnav, who has been selected for the U13 Kent cricket squad. 

Arnav averaged 76 for the school last season so this selection rewards him for his success at 

school and with his local club.  

• Congratulations to Year 8 student, Luke Whitnall, who won the Fives Plate competition in 

September as well as passing his Grade 4 trumpet examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and 

have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

Careers News 

 

Careers Talk – Tuesday 8 November in The Chapel at 1:05 pm 

 

We are delighted to welcome Tim Birse to St. Olave’s on Tuesday 8 November. Tim has promised to 

give an interactive careers session on actuarial careers in the Chapel at lunchtime.  

What do actuaries do?  

They play an important role in supporting clients through uncertain times. They analyse how future 

events could affect them and calculate the impact on their business  

What skills do you need to have a career in actuary? 

Actuaries are renowned for having strong technical ability. They spend years studying complex maths 

and statistics. Coding and communication skills are also important skills to have if you would like to 

become an actuary. This is an ideal career area to explore if you are interested in maths and enjoy 

putting your love of mathematics to practical use. 

The talk is open to all Olavians, so please come armed with questions for Tim who will give an overview 

of his career and routes into the profession. He also has significant experience in actuarial education.  

Tim Birse’s biography  

Tim went to Jesus College, Oxford where he read mathematics.  He already had some experience of 

actuarial work having worked in the actuarial department of a life insurance company during his gap 

year.  This experience led him to settle on an actuarial career.  Despite planning to be an actuary, Tim 

took theoretical physics options in his degree course.  

On leaving Oxford the firm Tim had worked for in his gap year offered him a job where he worked for 

ten years.  He studied for the actuarial examinations by distance learning and qualified in eight years 

- significantly longer than the modal five years.   

Tim changed employers after qualification and in a new firm was appointed Deputy Actuary and later 

Chief Actuary from age 48 to 55 when he took partial retirement, continuing to work half-time for the 

firm for a further six years.  Partial retirement enabled Tim to spend considerable time on actuarial 

education, examining for the UK professional body and for university Actuarial Science courses in UK, 

Canada, India and South Africa.  He was the lead volunteer in the team that devised and implemented 

the current UK professional education syllabus and examinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Young Marine Biology Conference  

The 6th MBA Young Marine Biologist Summit will focus on the theme of Hidden Ocean and is run in 

partnership with Save Our Seas Foundation. 

Presentations are aimed at 13–18-year audience 

Young Marine Biologist Summit 2022  

• Date: Saturday 26 November  

• Time: 10:00-16:00 GMT  

• Location: Online via zoom  

• Booking: https://mymba.mba.ac.uk/member-homepage/events/events-calendar/young-

marine-biologist-summit-hidden-ocean.html   

 

 

Unifrog is holding a series of “green,” webinars next week outside of school 

hours.  

 

To sign up students must log onto their Unifrog accounts  

Series Save The Planet - Webinars - Teacher - Unifrog  

 

Mon 7 November 16:30 (45 mins) - Explore Green Careers  

Mon 7 November at 17:30 UK (45 mins) - The Climate Crisis  

Tues 8 November at 16:30 (45 mins) - Veganism and the future of the food industry 

Wed 9 November 16:30 (45 mins) - How to live more sustainably and reduce your carbon footprint 

Wed 9 November 17:30  (45 mins) -  Understand animal and plant conservation 

Degree Apprenticeship opportunities 

Please see High Fliers link to a broadcast about degree apprenticeships. It gives a good overview of 

the various companies offering these routes and how to find them - Degree Apprenticeships 2023 

(highfliers.co.uk)  

The following companies have degree apprenticeship opportunities, some with closing application 

dates approaching:  

 

Mechanical Engineering Level 6 Higher Degree Apprenticeship 2023 

This is a fantastic opportunity for you to join an accredited Mechanical Engineering scheme that has 

developed some of the leading engineering apprentices in the UK. They offer a four-year programme 

to achieve BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering degree.  Apprentices learn about all aspects of 

Mechanical Engineering in MBDA through rotational placements, so that by the end of the 4-year 

programme they decide where in the function they chose to start the next phase in their career. 

Location – Stevenage 

Application details - Mechanical Engineering Level 6 Higher Degree Apprenticeship 2023 » 

Stevenage (mbdacareers.co.uk)  

Application deadline – 26 November  

http://saveourseas.com/
https://mymba.mba.ac.uk/member-homepage/events/events-calendar/young-marine-biologist-summit-hidden-ocean.html
https://mymba.mba.ac.uk/member-homepage/events/events-calendar/young-marine-biologist-summit-hidden-ocean.html
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/webinars/series-save-the-planet?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Gazette%20182%20UK&utm_content=Gazette%20182%20UK+CID_02baacd001bd6b6ab8c28820267a6422&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=five%20webinars%20for%20students
https://ngcc.highfliers.co.uk/resources-oct-2022/
https://ngcc.highfliers.co.uk/resources-oct-2022/
https://www.mbdacareers.co.uk/job/mechanical-engineering-level-6-higher-degree-apprenticeship-2023/stevenage/R10224
https://www.mbdacareers.co.uk/job/mechanical-engineering-level-6-higher-degree-apprenticeship-2023/stevenage/R10224


 

The Engineering Degree Apprenticeship Scheme (EDAS) in Aerospace, is a 5-year scheme, and covers 

a wide range of engineering areas and disciplines within BAE Systems Air Sector. Throughout the  

5 years, you will be studying for the BEng (Hons) Degree one day a week during term time. In addition, 

you will also work towards achievement of a Level 2 Diploma in Aerospace and Aviation Engineering 

and a Level 4 Diploma in Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing. 

Location - Salmonby, Horncastle 

Application deadline - December 2022 

Application details - Degree apprenticeships | Early careers | BAE Systems | International  

 

Are you looking for new challenges within Coca-Cola Europacific Partners? Do you have a personality 

with the power to influence and connect? Can you sustain the pace to keep on growing? 

Will you make an impact with your desire to win? 

2023 Sales Degree Apprenticeship Programme 

Role Location: Victoria (London) 

Application details - 2023 Sales Degree Apprenticeship Programme- Victoria at Coca-Cola Europacific 

Partners (ccep.jobs) 

Application deadline – 30 November   

https://www.baesystems.com/en/careers/careers-in-the-uk/apprenticeships/degree?utm_source=ucas&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=class-of-2023-apprentices&utm_content=degree-job-listing
https://www.ccep.jobs/job/city-of-westminster/2023-sales-degree-apprenticeship-programme-victoria/26309/9365773696
https://www.ccep.jobs/job/city-of-westminster/2023-sales-degree-apprenticeship-programme-victoria/26309/9365773696

