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Happiness, success, community 

Happiness – Snow 

Thank you to all students and parents for their patience and understanding on 

Wednesday due to the snow that fell very quickly in the early hours of the morning. 

I am aware that journeys into school may have been challenging and we 

appreciated your patience as we prepared the site for the late start. The school is 

a very open site, and this additional time allowed us to make it safe before 

everyone arrived.  

Happiness – School Hockey 

It was a great pleasure to see a competitive fixture taking place on Tuesday on the All Weather Pitch 

for the first time. Well done to Year 9 for their dedication and commitment during a challenging fixture 

against Langley Park School. Both teams were closely matched, and Langley Park eventually came out 

victors 3 – 1. We hope this is the start of many more fixtures and the growth of hockey as a major 

sport. Thank you to Mr Lane for his outstanding coaching, which led to the team being well prepared 

for the fixture.  

 

 

 



Happiness – Inter-Faith Iftar 

Following the success of last year’s first ever inter-faith Iftar, it 

returns in just a few weeks’ time on Friday 24 March. We are 

delighted speakers from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and Hindu faiths 

will be sharing their perspectives on mental health and how it is 

viewed and supported by each of their beliefs. 

There will be a live performance from the famous actor, 

screenwriter, and spoken word artist Ashley Chin AKA 'Muslim Belal' 

as well as performances from students, including acting, poetry and 

Quran recitations. After the breaking of fast, there will be a 3-course 

meal, in addition to homemade snacks and drinks. 

Tickets can be found on sQuid. Prices are £15 adult, £12.50 students 

and £8 for under 11s. Proceeds from the Iftar will be donated both 

to Young Minds; a children's charity supporting young people's mental health all over the world and 

to Oxfam to support families affected by the recent disaster in Turkey and Syria. There also is a 

'Donations' offer on sQuid where you can donate directly towards these causes, and this would be 

highly appreciated. 

We are aware as a school of the privileged role we have educating our students but as our vision 

states, we are committed to supporting the community. The opportunity to come together in this way 

is incredibly powerful and special and I am grateful for the student and parent body who have made 

this event possible. This inclusive community event is one which has since been replicated by other 

schools. I encourage as many of you as possible to come along and connect with others at this time. 

This is a family event where all are welcome. You can listen to the talks, be entertained and enjoy the 

food provided. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Happiness – Oxbridge Evening 

The Great Hall held a packed audience of rapt Year 12 pupil and 

parent attendees on Thursday for our annual Oxbridge Information 

evening. Our guest speakers were Caroline Burt of Pembroke 

College, Cambridge and Sarah Large of Mansfield College, Oxford. 

Together they gave all attendees a very thorough and engrossing 

overview of the process of applying to Oxford or Cambridge, right 

from earliest thoughts of “why apply?” and “should I apply?” 

through to what happens once you receive an offer. They debunked 

many an unhelpful arcane myth and gave many a useful tip about 

all aspects of Oxbridge admissions before responding with 

perspicacity to a wide range of questions from the very engaged audience. My thanks to our Careers 

Lead, Ms Molloy, for making the necessary arrangements for this event to run as it did. 

Happiness – World Book Day 

In celebration of World Book Day 2023 the students had fun in the Main Library on Friday. There were 

chess boards, Rubik cubes, competitions and quizzes. The library was decorated, and staff reads were 

displayed on the shelving and walls.  



 

Congratulations to the following students: Robin Saldana 10N for coming first in the ‘Guess How Many 

Books are in the Main Library’ competition and Kobe New-Mella 9L who came first in the ‘Guess How 

Many Pieces of Paper in the Bowl’ competition. Runners up were Mikael Kynakos 11H, Jesse John 10L, 

Aaryan Sood 7L and Shaurya Kaolar 10N. 

Success – Fives: ‘Olavian Double!’ 

What a fantastic day we had recently at 

Eton College. Our teams won the ‘Double’, 

by winning the National Three Pair Team 

Championships at both School level, and 

Alumni level. The School Team were 

outstanding; defeating Eton College, 

Ipswich School, Shrewsbury School and our 

own Second Team, with only the loss of 

one set across the day. The winning first 

team consisted of Genesis, Aaditya, Aadi, 

Tanish, Ethan and Franklin. Everyone played superbly! Having triumphed, the teams witnessed their 

older colleagues and teammates from the Old Olavians win their 22nd Barber Cup Final in the past  

24 years, by defeating the Old Salopians from Shrewsbury. This was a very special day. A very rare 

double on the same day and at the same venue.  

Success – Chess 

St. Olave’s B played against Sevenoaks in the first regional semi-final recently. 

Unfortunately, Sevenoaks prevailed knocking our B team out of the competition       

6-0. St. Olave’s A have played against Skinners’ in the second semi-final. With some 

excellent chess being played, we beat Skinners’ 5-1, progressing through to the final. 

Our A team will now face Sevenoaks in the regional final with the winners moving 

onto the National finals next term. 



Success – Level One Project Qualification (LPQ) 

Year 8 have recently put on a dazzling show 

of intellectual insight and erudition, giving 

summary presentations of their research 

findings for their Level One Project 

Qualification (LPQ) to an audience of peers, 

parents and staff. The self-selected topics 

were incredibly varied, and included the 

purpose of dreaming, the death of Princess 

Diana and the reasons why bees are in 

danger of extinction. A highlight of each talk, 

as ever, was when members of the audience were invited to ask questions of the speakers, and 

invariably received intelligent, perceptive responses which gave evidence of extensive research. My 

congratulations to each of the boys involved, and my thanks to Mr Carroll for running this remarkable 

showcase of Olavian brilliance. 

Community – Staff Vacancies 

We are currently looking to recruit a Head of 

German, a Teacher of Mathematics, a Development 

Manager and a Midday Supervisor. If you are 

interested in any of these roles, further details can 

be found on the school website by following this link 

or please contact the School Office to arrange an 

initial conversation on the position. Please do make 

your friends and family aware of these 

opportunities if they are interested in joining us. 

Community – Bake Sale 

A huge congratulations to Mithuunan, Abhinav, Alex, Eliyas, Kyal 

and Thashvin in Year 9 for running a very successful bake sale. The 

students sold a range of sweet treats over break and lunch, raising 

an impressive £236 for the education of young people in India and 

Malawi, as part of the Wings of Hope Award. Thank you to 

everyone who donated, the money has gone towards an excellent 

cause. 

Community – Strike Action 

We have been informed by the NEU Trade Union there will further days of strike action by their 

teacher members on Wednesday 15 March and Thursday 16 March. The dispute is with the 

Government, and further information can be found by following this link. I have decided that the 

school will not be open for pupils on Wednesday 15 March and Thursday 16 March. 

There will be teaching staff who are not striking in school. These teachers will be providing live online 

lessons to all pupils via TEAMS in line with a pupil’s normal timetable. All students will be told which 

teachers will be delivering live online lessons either by Mrs Maxwell or Mr Birtchnell by 9:00 am on 

the morning of the strikes. Attendance at these lessons is compulsory for pupils. Registers will be 

taken, and any absences will be followed up. 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies
https://neu.org.uk/pay/pay-campaign


Community – TFL Stars 

Miss Benham and the TfL STAR Students would like to 

ask all parents and carers to take 2 minutes of their 

time to complete the travel survey 

(https://forms.office.com/e/f4aq9MjFPg) The 

students will use the data you provide to come up with 

an action plan as part of the TfL scheme to improve 

sustainable student travel to and from school. Thank 

you for your help in advance. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are 

willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/f4aq9MjFPg
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

Careers News 

 

Careers Tuesdays 

On Tuesday 14 March we welcome Craig Stock from Sport USA to speak to students about academic 

and sports scholarships to American Universities. Sport USA is a student athlete management 

company that specialises in gaining scholarships to National Collegiate Athletic Association 

(NCAA) universities. The company covers scholarships for NCAA sports universities and 

academic scholarships to Ivy League universities. The Sport USA careers talk will take place in 

the Chapel at 1:00pm. All Olavians are invited to attend the event, especially those interested 

in studying in America.  

More about Sport USA: 

Sport USA offers a bespoke service that guides students through every aspect of the 

admissions process to American Universities. This includes helping with examinations, 

interviews, marketing, flights, profiles and videos. Here is the link to Sport USA’s website - 

About - Sport USA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sportusa.co.uk/about/


Opportunities  

Investment bank Morgan Stanley has launched its summer 

programmes for Years 12 & 13. Details as follows and see the 

accompanying attachments.  

 

Step In, Step Up: Women’s Insight to Banking (July) 

• Year 12 & 13 Students 

• Programme Dates:  24 & 25 July 

• Deadline: Applications must be completed and submitted by 23:59pm on Sunday 11 

June 

 

Step In, Step Up: An Insight to Banking 

• Year 12 & 13 Students 

• Programme Date: 26 July 

• Deadline: Applications must be completed and submitted by 23:59pm on Sunday 11 

June 

 

Step In, Step Up: Women in STEM 

• Year 12 & 13 Students 

• Programme Dates: 27 & 28 July 

• Deadline: Applications must be completed and submitted by 23:59pm on Sunday 11 

June 

 

 

Amazing Apprenticeships has teamed up with the RAF to host a 

webinar about Careers in the RAF. Please see more details about the 

webinar and how to register.  

 

Join apprentices and colleagues from the RAF Logistics team on Wednesday 29 March 

between 3:00pm – 4:00pm to find out more about the different roles available, how to apply 

and what it's like to be an apprentice with the RAF.   Webinar Registration - Zoom 

 

Get into Medicine Virtual Conferences - Years 10 - 12 

Saturday 11 March (10:00am - 3:30pm) 

Sunday 12 March (10:00am - 3:30pm) 

 

A full guide to the UCAS application process, and what students need to get into medical 

school.  

Students can register here: https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-

weekend/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HezEopdSRdS1br0PUhlN9w
https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/


 

Psychology Work Experience (springpod.com)  

The above course is open to students who are 13+ Please see more information about the 

course and how to sign up as follows: 

 

Experience overview - *This programme is on-demand, so you can start right away!* 

So you love to know what makes people tick, but you don't know what field of psychology is 

right for you? We've got you covered! In this psychology virtual work experience programme, 

you'll hear about the grisly history of psychology as well as the fields of psychology we know, 

recognise and practice today.  Psychology Work Experience (springpod.com) 

 

https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/psychology-work-experience
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/psychology-work-experience


 



 


