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Happiness, success, community 
Happiness – Savoy Choristers 

In the presence of His Majesty King Charles III, Her 

Royal Highness The Princess Royal and other 

members of the Royal Family, the Choristers of the 

King’s Chapel of the Savoy joined forces with those 

of St George’s Chapel to sing for a Service of Praise, 

Remembrance and Dedication. The several hundred 

members of the Royal 

Victorian Order who 

filled St. George’s 

Chapel on this occasion 

are all recipients of special honours for loyal service to the Royal Family. 

For over 70 years, St. Olave’s has provided the treble choristers for the 

King’s Chapel of the Savoy, one of the four Chapels Royal. Every four years 

we have the privilege of being part of this special occasion to 

commemorate and celebrate the contributions of RVO members past and 

present. So has the size of the Order’s membership grown that, though the 

Savoy Chapel is officially the Chapel of the Royal Victorian Order, the 

service is held in the larger building of St. George’s.  

The choristers deserve much admiration for their part in such an important occasion: singing beautiful 

choral music at the highest standard. Our ten-strong group of mighty voices blended brilliantly with 

the other singers in music by Howells and Brahms. The choir also led impressive congregational singing 

of four rousing hymns which reverberated through the vast building.  

Congratulations go to the Savoy Choristers, not just for their musical 

role, but also for conducting themselves in an exemplary manner 

throughout the visit. We would like to thank St. George’s Chapel 

Director of Music James Vivian, FRCO, Hon FNCM and the Savoy 

Chapel’s Master of the Music Philip Berg, MVO, FRCO, ARCM, who 

directed the choral items. Assistant Director of Music of St. George’s 

Chapel Luke Bond, ARCO was responsible for superb organ music 

during and after the service. Charlotte Manley, CVO, OBE (St. 

George’s), Richard Buck (Savoy Chapel) and various staff at St. 

George’s School Windsor Castle all took great pastoral care of our 

own choristers and staff as visitors in Windsor for which we are also 

very grateful. This was an occasion which will last a lifetime in our 

memories. 

 



 

Applications to become one of our Wakeham Choristers are still open and close on Monday 27 March. 

Applications are invited from boys who have a keen interest in choral singing and whose tenth birthday 

falls within the academic year of the Tests. Full details about the application process are available via 

our website by following this link. 

Happiness – Visit of the Bishop of Tonbridge 

It was a great pleasure to the welcome the Bishop of Tonbridge, Rt Rev Simon 

Burton-Jones on Tuesday. Bishop Simon reflected with our pupils during 

collective worship on the importance of listening, and enjoyed meeting staff 

and students, which included a tour of the school by School Captain, Rohini and 

Vice-Captain, George. 

Happiness – Visit of Old Olavian, Molayo Ogunde 

We welcomed Old Olavian, Molayo Ogunde, back to 

school to talk to Year 10 and Year 12 pupils about 

applying to Oxbridge and other top universities. Molayo 

who is currently in his final year at St. Hugh’s College 

Oxford, studying Human Sciences, gave expert advice to 

students about studying what interests them at 

university. As a Target Oxbridge ambassador he spoke 

about the programme and gave pupils top tips for 

writing personal statements. We are grateful to Molayo for all his inspiring insights.  

Happiness – Year 7 Trip to the Globe 

Our entire Year 7 have faced the tempest of the 

train strikes and wet and windy weather to see 

Shakespeare's ‘The Tempest’ at the Globe 

Theatre on the south bank in London over the 

last few weeks. It is a magical play with a strong 

moral about the perils of greed, deception and 

unkindness. Our boys rose to the challenge and 

persevered with difficult acoustics to enjoy the 

performance, learn about the universality of 

Shakespeare and the history of the Globe 

Theatre. It was a visual spectacle that will 

provide cultural capital and very useful background for further literature study. The boys were 

complimented on their 'exemplary behaviour' by the Globe stewards and dealt with London 

commuting very well. They were a pleasure to be with! 

Happiness – Book Reviews 

Thank you to Ms Martine and the pupils for their recent reviews of books, which pupils have taken 

from the library and enjoyed reading. The reviews by Toby Aldred, Vish Bollineni, Ishan Srinivas and 

Jesse John can be found at the end of the Newsletter. 

  

https://www.saintolaves.net/31/choristerships


 

Happiness – Science Week 

Last week, our students celebrated Science Week. Year 12 

students were busy teaching biology, physics and 

chemistry at St. Paul’s Cray Primary school. Their students 

enjoyed learning about light and shadows, cells and the 

use of the microscope and signs of chemical reactions. 

Year 7 and 8 students have written a thought-provoking 

Science Journal and presented it in assembly, showing 

their amazing passion for science: 

‘Can humans live on the moon?’ by 

Aryan Singh, ‘Chromium’ by Arshwin 

Thushakaran, ‘Charles Darwin and his importance to biology’ by Aditya Srivastav, 

‘Dyson spheres’ by James Pallickamyalil, ‘Hydrogen and Helium’ by Aryan 

Pothapregada and Shubham Tumulu, ‘Metals from ores and issues with mining’ by 

Kethav Sudhakar, ‘Rouge planets: what are they and can they house life?’ by 

Rayyan Bashir, ‘How the brain runs our body’ by Venoy Suthan and ‘Was the Apollo 

mission a success?’ by Aidan Manickarajah. All the work was coordinated by Sachin 

Prakash.  

Happiness - Physics and Engineering Society 

The Physics and Engineering Society were recently treated to a 

fantastic talk from a CERN scientist, Melissa Yexley, who works 

on the ATLAS experiment. She talked about life at CERN, her 

research, and how a detector works. It was a wonderful 

afternoon and the students benefitted greatly from this insight 

into the world of High Energy Physics. 

Happiness – Camp Beaumont 

The School is looking forward to our new and exciting 

partnership with Camp Beaumont and using our 

facilities to deliver confidence-building adventures for 3 

– 11 years old throughout the school holidays. Camp 

Beaumont are offering a 10% 

discount for the parents who 

sign their child up to take part 

Further details can be found on 

their website by following this link or by scanning this QR code. Please do look 

at their website and sign your child up if you are interested in joining us at the 

Easter holiday!  

 

https://www.campbeaumont.co.uk/


Community – Student Film Night 

St. Olave’s will be co-hosting our very first 

Movie Night for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils 

together with the Parents’ Association on 

Friday 21 April 2023 between 3.30pm - 

6.15pm in the Great Hall. The evening will 

also include Pizza, Popcorn and a drink all for 

just £10 a head! Tickets are available to 

purchase via sQuid. This will be a fantastic 

opportunity for students to enjoy a couple of 

hours relaxation amongst school friends and 

across year groups; we hope as many of your 

sons as possible can join us! In order to make this event a success, we would be grateful for some 

additional adults to help supervise the students. If you are able to help out, then please contact 

olaves.volunteer@gmail.com 

Community – Semaine de la Francophonie 

This week, we celebrated French-speaking Week - Semaine de la Francophonie - with a host of 

activities including a French Assembly, KS3 Quiz and delicious food in the canteen. 

Community – Staff Vacancies 

We are currently looking to recruit a Head of 

German, a Teacher of Physics, a Teacher of 

Mathematics, a Sports Coach and Cover Supervisor, 

a Development Manager and a Midday Supervisor. 

If you are interested in any of these roles, further 

details can be found on the school website by 

following this link or please contact the School 

Office to arrange an initial conversation on the 

position. Please do make your friends and family 

aware of these opportunities if they are interested 

in joining us. 

Community – Old Olavians 

Thank you to the Old Olavian Society for the generous donation of £12000 to the school 

following their recent AGM. The help and support of the Society led by the Chairman, 

Chris Harris, is very much appreciated.  A reminder to all Old Olavians that 

Commemoration takes place on Thursday 4 May, and we look forward to you 

joining us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:olaves.volunteer@gmail.com
https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies


 

Community – House System 

An update to the ongoing House Competition. Harvard remain in 1st place, followed by Leeke, Cure 

and Bingham.  

 

Well done Leeke for the highest participation in the last House quiz designed by Feminist Society and 

for achieving most points.  

Success – F1 in Schools 

30 of our students recently competed in the F1 in Schools Regional Finals across three different levels 

in six competitions. 

• 2 x Y9 teams - ENTRY  

• 2 x Y10 teams - DEVELOPMENT  

• 1 x Y11 team, 1 x Y12 team - PROFESSIONAL  

Our students were excellent throughout the build up to this event 

and have put in months of hard work. All this hard work paid off as 

across the six teams, we won 14 trophies. 

• 5 x 1st place trophies  

• 5 x Best Engineered car 

• 3 x Fastest car awards  

• 1 x Sponsorship and Marketing award  

 

 



Four of our teams have been awarded a place at the Nationals, which we hope will lead to 

some of them competing in the World Finals. Thank you especially to Mr Twose and  

Mr Robertson, together with Ms Hawley and Ms Lands for their patience and support with all 

the students.  

Success – Fives 

Congratulations to our Fives players who have been successful at the 

National Finals this week. Aadi and Tanish won 

the Under 16 final, beating Eton College. This is 

the second year in a row we have been 

champions at Under 16. At Under 18, Genesis 

and Aaditya produced a faultless performance 

to beat Eton College in three straight sets. This 

is also a great achievement, especially for 

Aaditya who has gone from Under 16 champion 

last year to Under 18 champion this year! There 

have also been other excellent performances – too many to mention! Well 

done to all the students who have taken part, along with the coaches for their help and support.  

Success – Chess 

St. Olave's A Chess Team played Sevenoaks in the regional final. The match came down to a nail-biting 

final game, but unfortunately, we lost 4-2. The team will hopefully play in a repechage event next term 

in the hopes of qualifying for the National Finals in June. 

Success – Intermediate Physics Challenge  

Our Year 10 and 11 students recently took part in the difficult Intermediate Challenge run by the British 

Physics Olympiad. They achieved some fantastic results – 3 Bronze awards, 7 Silver and 6 Gold. Gold 

awards were only given to the top 10% of students who took on the challenge so this is an excellent 

achievement – congratulations to all who took part! 



Success - UCL Drama Day 

Over three days, Emily Kerr, Sophie Kerr and 

Franklin Baron took part in an Ancient Greek 

drama workshop organized by UCL. Discussions 

centred about how to translate the Classical 

satirical comedies of Aristophanes and 

culminated in a performance. More details are 

available here. 

Success – Student Successes 

Congratulations to the following students on their recent successes: 

• Year 10 student, Thomas Sears, achieved a Distinction in his Grade 8 Cello ABRSM 

examination. 

• Year 9 student, Arjun Singh, achieved a Merit in his Grade 6 Classical Guitar examination. 

It has been a very busy week for everyone involved in the school as shown in this Newsletter. I wish 

you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves, Instagram page - saintolavesschool and Facebook 

page - Saint Olave's Grammar School | Facebook have many more stories of student endeavour and 

success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or email. 

The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with 

a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school 

website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/classics/news/2023/mar/performing-aristophanes-early-modern-translations
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/saintolaves
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


‘THE BOOK THIEF’ BY MARKUS ZUSAK  
 
Set in 1939, in Nazi Germany, the Book Thief is a tale of a young girl called 

Liesel seen through the eyes of our narrator, Death.  

After the passing of her younger brother, Liesel moves to a small, yet quaint 

countryside village. Across the time we spend with her, Liesel steals books 

from wherever she can find one, including the mayor’s house, a freezing cold 

river, and even her own brother’s funeral. 

The book follows this young girl as she makes new friends, loses loved ones 

and has her whole world turned upside down when she and her new foster family hide a Jew in their 

basement.   The new characters Liesel meets teach her to see things from other peoples’ 

perspectives and to learn from their stories, leaving Death with a fondness for her that lasts 

throughout her long life. 

Written for ages twelve and over, Markus Zusak’s book is a beautiful story which acts like a warm 

fire letting you take your time to absorb this masterpiece in so many ways. An interesting read with 

some parts easy to understand, whereas others can be confusing and take some time to understand. 

Taking time to understand and persevering with the book is worth it to be able to finally witness the 

satisfying conclusion of this remarkable story. An incredible book, I would highly recommend it to 

anyone who feels like a change in perspective to see how looking through someone else’s eyes can 

alter the way you see the world through your own.   

 

Written By Toby Aldred 7H 

 

‘PERCY JACKSON STORIES’ BY RICK RIORDAN 

I read the ‘Percy Jackson’ stories. 

Percy Jackson is the story of a boy who is half God and half human and the 

son of Poseidon. The Percy Jackson series is fantastic for people who have 

interests in Gods and Greek Mythology. 

I would highly recommend it for anyone really. Everyone can read this book 

and enjoy it. 

I would give this series 5 stars as it has a perfect, exciting storyline and a very 

good plot. The characters are believable in how they behave given the storyline too. 

If you ever do come across this book in the library, do read it as it is a brilliant series from start to 

finish. 

 

Written By Vish Bollineni 8B 

 

 

 

 



‘THE ABC MURDERS’ BY AGATHA CHRSTIE 

The ABC murders (1936) by Agatha Christie is one of her most well-known 

works of detective fiction, full of thrills, suspense, and mystery. 

When a note is delivered to the retired detective Hercule Poirot, a series of 

seemingly unrelated murders take place, each committed by a killer signed 

ABC. As Poirot investigates, he falls deeper into murderer’(s) skilfully spun web 

of deceit by Christie’s masterful storytelling. All the characters are intriguing, 

with possibilities of villainous motives, Christie keeps the reader guessing until 

the very end. 

Personally, my favourite part is Poirot’s explanation, giving me satisfaction of all the precisely placed 

clues combined into the solution. Poirot’s doubt and vulnerability at catching the elusive murderer(s) 

in the beginning of the story contrasts to his exploration of the criminal psychology, uncovering the 

motive and the killer(s)’ complex backstory. 

Agatha Christie is an engaging and suspenseful author, The ABC Murders is a true classic of the 

genre, notable for themes such as the nature of justice and the psychology of criminal behaviour. I 

would recommend this book to you if you are scouting for a new book to read or want to try a 

suspenseful murder mystery book. 

Written By Ishan Srinivas 9N 

 

‘SKULLDUGGERY PLEASANT’ BY DEREK LANDY   

 
What would you do if you found out your uncle was friends with a skeleton?  

That was the situation 15-year-old Stephanie Pleasant found herself in after her 

uncle Gordon’s mysterious demise. Stephanie’s uncle Gordon is, was, a writer of 

horror fiction. But when he dies and leaves her on his estate, Stephanie learns 

that while he may have written horror it certainly wasn’t fiction. Pursued by evil 

forces, Stephanie finds help from an unusual source – the wisecracking skeleton 

of a dead sorcerer. . .  

Skulduggery Pleasant is a Fantasy Fiction novel by the Irish author, Derek Landy. 

Written in 2007, it’s the perfect mix of humor and horror – you will not be able to put the book 

down. As we follow Stephanie and her detective partner, Skulduggery Pleasant, on their mission to 

hunt down her uncle’s murderer, you are shown a whole new world of sorcery. Vampires, banshees, 

zombies? They’re all the norm. As are jaw-dropping betrayals and secret pasts.  

All in all, this book is a must-read for fans of Harry Potter, Percy Jackson and maybe even Sherlock 

Holmes. Read this and more amazing books in the School Library.  

  

Written By Jesse John 10L 

  



 

Careers News 

Careers Tuesdays 

 

On Tuesday 28 March St Olave’s welcomes Helayna Jenkins, Principal Loneliness Champion 

for the London Borough of Bromley to deliver our lunch time careers talk at 1pm in the chapel. 

Helayna, a qualified Geotechnical Engineer, will talk about breaking down barriers to gender 

stereotyping. All Olavians are warmly welcome to attend the talk which promises to be full of 

examples of where careers previously thought to be gender specific are now quite the 

contrary.  

 

 

Helayna Jenkins’ biography:  

I went to Coopers Technology college from Year 7 - Year 11. I then went to study for Sixth 

Form at Ravenswood from 2009 – 2011. I studied Geology at Royal Holloway University of 

London from 2011 – 2014 and graduated with a 2:1 with honours.  

I am a qualified Incorporated Geotechnical Engineer with nearly a decade of experience 

within the construction industry, in varying roles. I have worked across the UK and 

internationally. I worked as a Geotechnical Engineer from 2014 - 2018, working on technically 

challenging and dynamic projects across varying terrains. My role on these projects was to 

manage the health and safety of all staff, technical engineering, financial management and 

day to day running of the site. My final role as site agent was to oversee all site activities and 

adhering to all project and contract stipulations.  

From 2018 - 2021, I worked as a Culture Development Programme Coach. My role was to help 

facilitate numerous training sessions, on-site feedback sessions and enable safe conversations 

to help change the culture in Construction to get everyone home, safe, every day. My last role 

in 2021 was working as lead Culture coach on London’s biggest Tunnelling project to date, 

London Power Tunnels 2. In 2022 I took the role as Principal Loneliness Champion for the 

London Borough of Bromley.  

 

 



Opportunities 

 

 

Grant Thornton is offering work experience to Sixth Form students. Please see link below to 

register at your earliest convenience. More details as follows: 

Our next Access Accountancy work experience programme will take place in April 2023 and 

will be held in person. If you would like to take part, please register your interest here and we 

will be in touch with further details in due course. 

We would love to have you on our work experience programme if you: 

• attend a state school or college 

• and are (or have been) eligible for free school meals (or attend a school that is above 

the regional average in terms of the number of students eligible for free school meals) 

• or would be the first member of their immediate family to attend university. 

What you will do 

• Spend four to five days in one of our local offices to understand more about how 

businesses work and the different careers available in them. 

• Take part in group sessions to help you develop key skills such as teamwork and 

communication. 

• Pitch a business idea to a panel, just like a real business adviser. 

• Meet colleagues and learn how to network. 

Who you will work with 

You will work with colleagues from across Grant Thornton to learn about the three main 

business areas of our firm and the kind of clients we work with. 

https://trainees.grantthornton.co.uk/our-programmes/work-experience/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://flows.beamery.eu/grantthornton/trainee-ryi/0
https://trainees.grantthornton.co.uk/our-programmes/work-experience/


 

Please see the following Civil Engineers: Shaping The World (springpod.com) course. Details 

are in the link provided. 

Students in Year 10 and above are welcome to apply.  You will receive a certificate of 

completion. 

Approximately 10 hours to complete. 

Experience overview 

The world around you is filled with feats of innovation made possible by civil engineering. 

From constantly improving transport to tackling the effects of climate change, there’s a lot 

that goes into civil engineering that you mightn’t have known about. Want to know more? 

You’ve come to the right place!  

Springpod and the Institution of Civil Engineers have partnered up to provide you with a 

fantastic programme that’ll show you what’s out there within the vast and varied world of 

civil engineering and will point you in the right direction to what’s right for you.  

With unlimited potential and a sure-fire way to make a difference in the world, careers in civil 

engineering could be the destination you’ve always wanted. 

 

 

Please note that the following LAW MENTOR conference 

is a pay for course which the School is not endorsing but recognises the beneficial overview 

it offers. *The cost per entry is £15, which covers administrative and technological costs. 

Enquiry Form: https://airtable.com/shrM6UPT8Z2uxx7OL  

Website: https://lawmentor.org.uk/ 

More details as follows: ‘Get Into Law’ conference on Sat 22 & Sun 23 April (9:30 – 2:00pm), 

is the perfect opportunity to learn everything you need to know about pursuing a career in 

the legal profession. 

Life as a law student and a solicitor or barrister (realistic insight into law) 

Legal myth-busting and empowering you to achieve your dream! 

How competitive is it to ‘get into law’? 

What really makes you stand out from the crowd?  

 

https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/civil-engineers:-shaping-the-world
https://airtable.com/shrM6UPT8Z2uxx7OL
https://lawmentor.org.uk/


 

Your application timeline (compartmentalising and working SMART) 

CV, extracurricular activities and transferable skills for law 

The UCAS form – key components to be aware of 

The personal statement (and the academic reference) 

Interviews (basics, deeper insights and how to shine) 

Entrance exams: LNAT, Cambridge/Oxford Law Exam and their significance. 

 

The conference will give students insight into what a legal career entails and will provide the 

building blocks needed to be successful in their application to university. By sharing our 

expert knowledge about the UCAS application process for law, your students will be 

provided with all the resources and guidance they need to succeed in their law school 

applications. 

 

https://lawmentor.org.uk/product/get-into-law-conference/ 

 

 

https://lawmentor.org.uk/product/get-into-law-conference/

