
Responses to Questions from PA Form Reps (October 2020) 

Mock Exams 

Mocks for Year 11 and Year 13 will be held internally in January as per usual, but with external 

invigilation as per the summer exam series. The timetable has now been circulated to pupils and 

parents. 

Lockdown/isolation lessons 

The Online Safety document circulated to all parents and pupils in November outlines the planned 

provision in place for remote and blended learning via Teams, and addresses virtually all of the 

questions raised. 

Planned provision for creative subjects, and for science practicals, is challenging to deliver under the 

current zoning arrangements. Access to specialised resources has been allocated according to 

greatest need in terms of mandatory content for externally assessed qualifications, and some 

specialised resources are accessible in regularly cleaned rooms which exist outside of year group 

bubbles. It is feasible to deliver some Art/DT activities in non-specialist teaching rooms for younger 

year groups who do not have current access to studios/workshops, and schemes of work have been 

re-sequenced and refined to enable greater focus on theoretical elements whilst full access to usual 

resource and teaching space is restricted. In the Sciences, a small number of simple practical 

demonstrations are feasible and have been put in place in science lessons outside of the Science 

block, and video-learning can replicate/demonstrate some of the more complex/demanding 

experiments which are impossible to undertake outside of a laboratory. All involved are acutely 

aware that this changes the nature of pupils’ learning experiences and when zoning arrangements 

are disapplied, plans to backfill as far as possible any skills for which practice has been missed will be 

put in place. 

Whilst health and safety of all members of the school community remains the highest priority, every 

effort will be undertaken to keep the school open for as long as it is safe to do so. 

Wifi 

The school is aware of the issues relating to wifi coverage which have been exacerbated by recent 

circumstances and enhanced reliance on electronic teaching and learning methods. A full survey has 

been undertaken and remedial work to ensure coverage consistent with current teaching and 

learning requirements is scheduled for early 2021.  

Teaching staff have been asked to remain vigilant and ensure only work-related usage of electronic 

devices is permitted in classrooms. Where any issues of inappropriate usage have come to the 

school’s attention, they have been dealt with firmly and appropriately. 

GCSE 

The RS Short Course GCSE exam for Year 10 will take place on the afternoon of 14th June 2021. 

Year 8 

If the tests are IPMs then the data would be shared with the Year 8 report this term. Teachers return 

marked work and go through IPMs with pupils as a matter of course so that they can improve their 

outcomes. 



The Year 8 parents’ evening is scheduled for the summer term, but if in the interim a parent had 

specific concerns regarding their son’s progress they should contact the subject teacher or, in the 

case of concerns across multiple subjects, the pastoral team; concerns across multiple subjects are 

picked up through the reporting cycle and significant issues are discussed with parents as part of the 

report follow up process. 

The GCSE options evening will run remotely in January 2021 and a letter regarding this will shortly be 

sent by Dr Sidhu. 

Lockers 

Regrettably it is not possible to reintroduce lockers during this academic year owing to pressures on 

space in teaching rooms. That said, we have asked teachers to be mindful of the requests they make 

of students in terms of carrying resources, and asked where possible that hard copy resources, such 

as text books, remain in individual class rooms or within specific zones so that pupils are not 

required to carry them around all the time. The enhanced reliance on electronic resources is also 

helping to minimise the amount of physical resource which pupils are obliged to carry around with 

them. 

COVID Measures 

Masks are now a requirement in all non-classroom indoor areas of the school (corridors, foyers etc). 

pupils are permitted to wear masks in classes if they wish, and blended learning is already taking 

place when a proportion of a given class is at home whilst the rest are in school.  

When a positive COVID-19 diagnosis is reported within a particular pupil cohort, the school follows 

the available government guidance in terms of defining close contact:  

Close contact is defined as: 

• a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre), with someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19, including: 

• being coughed on 
• having a face-to-face conversation within one metre 
• having skin-to-skin physical contact, or 
• contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

• a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 
for more than 15 minutes 

 

Contact tracing takes place as soon as the school is made aware of a diagnosis. Considerations in 

contact tracing include where pupils sit in relation to one another (all classes now have seating plans 

so this can be established quickly and easily); where they have changed in relation to one another 

for PE/Games; who they have been working closely with in PE/Games; who they may have engaged 

with at break/lunch etc. Wherever there is any doubt, the school errs on the side of caution and any 

pupil who is deemed to have been in close contact with a pupil in receipt of a positive diagnosis (or 

around which there is a concern that this has happened) will be obliged to isolate for a fortnight and 

engage in remote learning. The school shares the necessary information with the relevant 

authorities and liaises with pupils and parents as necessary to share information. Pupils and parents 

are regularly reminded that any pupil showing COVID-19 symptoms as defined by government 

guidelines must not to come into school and that they must arrange for a test at the earliest 

opportunity. 



The school has considered on several occasions whether to allow pupils to come in wearing their kit 

on days when they have Games or PE. The decision remains under review but for now the school’s 

view is that it is preferable for pupils to change into their PE/Games kit in school. 

The school uses a variety of risk-mitigation strategies in school to minimise the risk of transmission 

between pupils and particularly between pupils within different bubbles; students are regularly 

reminded of the need to follow COVID-safety guidelines when travelling to and from school. 

There are no current plans to change or lengthen the school holidays. 

Clubs, Games and Activities 

Access to the full range of timetabled sports and games is currently constrained by the school’s risk 

assessment and prevailing guidance regarding contact sport and shared resources. It is impossible to 

say at the time of writing when we will be able to return to a full programme with our usual offering. 

This also affects after-school clubs and sports which we are not currently able to run. It is not 

possible to run the usual range of clubs/societies during lunchtimes either, owing to the current 

COVID-adjusted timetable which reduces the length of the lunch break for all pupils and means that 

pupils from different year groups cannot mix. Some clubs/societies in the Sixth Form have gone 

online to get around these issues. In terms of “personality development initiatives” PSHE and the 

ongoing assembly programme focus on the development of relevant, supportive character traits 

such as resilience, honesty and several others referenced in the “Olavian characteristics”. 

PE/Games Lessons 

The school’s programme of sports will sometimes involve boys being outside in inclement weather.  

Lunchtime activities 

Pupils’ outdoor spaces within their zones are multi-functional, and can be used for eating, 

socialisation and playing games. Pupils are regularly asked to be mindful of others’ space and staff 

duties have been enhanced under the current system. It is not possible to enable Year 11 students to 

access the fields for ball games at this time of year, but the decision regarding field access remains 

under review and will be revisited in the Spring. Whenever it is wet break or the weather is severely 

inclement, wet break rules apply and students are able to eat indoors within their zones. 

Winter weather/classrooms 

Whilst safety remains the key priority, and all teaching spaces must remain well-ventilated with 

open windows and doors, pupils are permitted to wear warm clothing, including hats and coats, in 

their classrooms. They are encouraged to be responsive to the changing weather conditions in order 

to stay warm enough in school. 

Lunches 

This point has been addressed at several previous meetings. Please see previous minutes. Under the 

current situation, the catering team remain responsive to the changing numbers of pupils in school 

each day and tailor their provision accordingly; I have yet to see the food actually run out on any 

given day this term, nor has this been reported to anyone in the school except via this forum. 

Uniform 



The current approved school blazer was reviewed and chosen with the support and direct input of 

the PA last year following trials of several different options. With regret, for reasons of risk-

mitigation we are currently unable to run PA second-hand uniform sales in school. 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Any questions relating to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme should be referred to Mr Holland 

(pholla@saintolaves.net) or Mrs Andrews (vandrews@saintolaves.net) 

New Start Time 

The school timetable remains under review, but for a variety of reasons there are no plans currently 

to swap start and finish times for different year groups as there are a number of significant logistical 

complexities and challenges which would arise from implementing such a decision. 

Waiting Area 

If pupils are awaiting pick up after rugby at the front of the school, the space under the Chapel is 

covered and would afford protection from the rain. If pupils are awaiting collection at the Park 

Avenue entrance, there is no covered space available. It is suggested that pupils bring coats and 

umbrellas if the weather forecast looks inclement. 

Safety of Teachers/Hygiene of Students 

The supply of soap in the boys’ toilets is checked regularly as part of the Premises Team’s rounds of 

the school, and pupils are reminded to notify Reception immediately if there are any outages of 

soap. The same is true of the wall-mounted hand-gel dispensers. The school is already funding an 

enhanced cleaning regime which sees toilets, touch points (door handles etc) and shared rooms 

cleaned at regular intervals during the day. The school remains grateful for the support of parents 

via the PA, and stocks of PPE are currently plentiful, so the thanks expressed are very much 

reciprocated. 
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