
SPANISH - Key Stage 4  

GCSE Spanish is a highly respected qualification which is valued by universities, colleges, and employers. 
Learning Spanish will undoubtedly benefit students‘ future career given that there is a significant global 
demand for Spanish speakers in a wide range of industries and professions. 
 
The course not only gives students the opportunity to improve the ability to communicate formally and 
informally in a range of contexts but also the ability to access challenging texts, styles, and registers, as well 
as the chance to be exposed to the different cultures and traditions linked to the language. 
 
Lessons aim to be interactive and challenging, encouraging as much active participation as possible. There 
is a considerable amount of work on comprehension of authentic spoken and written material, and on oral 
practice, as well as on essay planning and translation. A firm grammatical foundation is established to 
deepen the students´ knowledge about how language works, and vocabulary is fostered through our use of 
authentic material and literature in lessons, and also through having Spanish traditions as a topic on the  
 
GCSE course 
 
Assessments are based on past papers so that students are fully familiar with the demands of the exams 
before sitting them at the end of Year 11. 
 
The examination (AQA specification) is broken down into four papers of equal weighting, which ensures 
that pupils of all abilities can perform well and achieve their full potential. 
 

Paper 1: Listening Paper 2: Speaking Paper 3: Reading Paper 4: Writing 
 

25% 
45mins 

Listening) 

25% 
10-12mins 
(Role Play, 

Photo Card, 
General Conversation) 

25% 
1hr 

(Reading, 
Translation 

into English) 

25% 
1hr 15mins 

(90 word essay, 
150 word essay, 
Translation into 

Spanish) 
 

 
 
The themes address ……. Further detail can be accessed 
via: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF 
 
ENRICHMENT 
Spanish is a new department and is therefore still in the process of organising trips and cultural outings. 
Our plan is to arrange a film viewing with the Instituto de Cervantes in London, as well as to host the Onatti 
theatre company for year 9s to watch a play performed entirely in Spanish this coming academic year. 
 
Further detail can be requested from: 

 
Mrs L. Probodziak (Curriculum Lead: Spanish) lprobodziak@saintolaves.net 
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