
f o r  f u l l  r e p o r t s  s e e  w w w. s a i n t o l a v e s . n e t

Saint Olave’s Grammar School             London 1571

No.82 Spring Term 2021

Page 2: Sport Reports, 
 Olympiads and ChallengesSpring Term 2021 – in this issue: Page 3: Clubs and Societies,

 Music and Celebration    
Page 4: Science and MFL

University Offers
Congratulations to School 
Captain, Rose, who given 
the exceptional strength 
of her paper application 
to Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, was offered 
a place without being 
called for interview. This 
is the first time we are 
aware of this happening 
to any applicant from  

St Olave’s. Well done to Rose on this outstanding 
achievement. 

Year 7 Taster Day
Offers went out to our prospective Year 7s for 
2021. We were mindful of the challenges facing 
young people and their families in selecting 
a school, made even more difficult with the 
inability to have visited the school during Open 
Day. A delightful event was held remotely with 
Year 6s having a taste of a Science, Mathematics 
and English lesson. They and their parents 
enjoyed what has been provided remotely and 
we look forward to welcoming them in person 
in September.

Festival
Though Festival 2020 necessarily took 
quite a different form to what is typical for 
the day, it still brought everyone together in 
other ways. Students took part in an inter-
form competition comprising logo trivia, 
charades, and ‘St Olave’s Past and Present’: 
a quiz with questions ranging from ‘Where 
were St Olave’s pupils evacuated to during 
WWII?’ to ‘How many volumes of the Olavian 
are there?’ Year group winners were as 
follows: Year 7-8: 7H; Year 9-11: 10M; Sixth 
Form: 13Q.  Overall champions: 1st: 13Q; 2nd 
7H and 10M (tie); 3rd 13T.
Special thanks go to the form tutors for their 
involvement in the running of Festival. The 
continual contribution of all the staff to school 
life does not go unrecognised or unappreciated 
and is proving especially meaningful to 
students during this academic year.

Storm Darcy
The snow delivered by Storm Darcy would 
not have impacted on learning or journeys to 
school as it would have done in previous years 
and I do hope you and your families were able 
to have some sort of ‘snow day’. The school 
site looked stunning and picturesque!

Headteacher
Recent months 
have taught us a 
great deal about 
what a school 
really is. As we 
approach the 
Easter holidays, 
I want to start by 
thanking the whole 
school community 
for their patience, 

support, wisdom and commitment during 
this term, which has been dominated by 
the second lockdown. I applaud every 
parent who has supported their child with 
remote learning, and the pupils deserve 
congratulations for their dedication and 
determination when adapting to a new style 
of learning. I know teachers and support staff 
have maintained routines and continued to 
look after the wellbeing of all our students, 
which is greatly appreciated.
 
There have also been many activities 
and achievements this term despite the 
challenges. Well done to the 37 students 
who have received Oxbridge offers this year. 
Students have been successful in gaining 
places in a wide range of subjects, and 
not just Mathematics and Science, which 
is sometimes said about our successful 
applications. We are also very proud of 
students who did not apply to Oxbridge and 
they deserve congratulations for their success 
in gaining places at other universities – often 
with similar A-Level entry requirements.

It was so pleasing to have Old Olavians 
returning to help with the Lateral Flow Testing 
this term. Their dedication and commitment 
was vital for supporting the return of all pupils. 
We wish them the very best of luck over the 
coming months as many of them are returning 
to their studies and exams at university. 

School is a much richer and warmer place 
with the smiles and laughter that our pupils 
bring, and I look forward to this continuing 
into the summer months.

Andrew Rees, Headteacher

SUMMATIM
Welcome BackLateral Flow Testing



SPORTS
General Sports Overview
Although clearly restricted in what they can 
do, the PE department has been busy working 
with the students during lockdown to ensure 
that they maintain their exercise levels as 
much as possible. Lessons have focussed on 
fitness and wellbeing as we looked at different 
methods of training including HIIT sessions, 
aerobic work and yoga/pilates. Beyond that we 
have been building our social media platforms 
by producing podcasts such as ‘A Trip Down 
Goddington Lane’ where we interview Old 
Olavians to see how sport has impacted 
on them and their careers, and ‘Throwback 
Thursday’ has enabled us to relive some past 
experiences with other Old Olavians. The 
last week of lockdown saw each year group 
compete against each other (and the staff) in 
‘Spring in Your Step’ to see who could walk/run 
the furthest - there were many valiant efforts, but 
ultimately Year 12 were crowned champions. 
Hopefully, the summer term will see us able to 
return to competitive sport and fixtures, and we 
can put all that fitness to good use!

Swimming
Congratulations to Year 13 
student and Vice-Captain, 
Srikar, who has been selected 
to compete in the 2021 British 
Swimming Championships 
in London during April. This 
event will feature highly in the 
qualification process for the 
Tokyo Olympic Games. This is a great opportunity 
for Srikar to put in a strong case for European 
Championship selection, if not an Olympic event, 
and he is reaping the rewards of an immense 
breakout season in 2019/2020.

Chess
St Olave’s competed in an online Chess 
tournament with 34 other schools and over 
500 players. We were thrilled to come 3rd, only 
missing out on 1st place by 3 points. We fielded 
an impressive 38 players across all year groups. 
Well done to Aaravamudhan Balaji, Aditya 
Verma, Aryan Sanka, Aritro Dhar, Saahil Bansal 
and Shobhit Jha for their impressive scores.

Women in Maths
Congratulations to Grace, 
Year 12, who has been 
selected to attend a 
residential organised by 
Christ’s and Trinity 
Colleges, Cambridge. This 
programme is for talented 
female mathematicians, 
and selection is based 
on students’ academic 
record and co-curricular achievements. Grace 
will attend lectures taught by Cambridge 
academics and meet current students and 
admissions staff.

Olympiads and Challenges2

Chemistry Olympiad
The imposed lockdown 
did not deter our A level 
Chemistry students from 
entering the RSC Chemistry 
Olympiad. Supervised by 
teachers through the Gallery 
function on Teams, they 
completed the challenging 

problems and gained 6 Gold, 17 Silver and 37 
Bronze certificates. This is the highest number 
of Gold certificates achieved by students and 
special congratulations go to Bharathsri (Year 
12), who scored top marks this year and was 
invited to take part in the second round. 

British Physics Olympiad
Our Year 13 
P h y s i c i s t s 
produced record 
breaking results 
in Round 1 of the British Physics Olympiad, 
achieving an amazing 3 Golds, 2 Silver 
and 7 Bronze awards in a gruelling test of 
concentration, resilience, and knowledge 
way above the level of the A Level curriculum. 
Congratulations to Daksh Kaushik, Linus Luu 
and Joshua Selfridge on their outstanding 
performances. Daksh and Linus both achieved 
‘Top Golds’ placing them in the top few percent 
of the 1600 (very able) students that sat the exam 
nationally. They will now progress to Round 2, 
giving them a chance to be the first students from 
St Olave’s to make the British Team.  Special 
mention also goes to Arunabh Bagchi and Priya 
Osborne for gaining Silver awards. Those who 
participated had already emerged from a tough 
selection process just to reach Round 1 so they 
all deserve to be congratulated.

British Physics Olympiad 
Senior Challenge
Our Year 12 students performed fantastically well. 
34 students took part and all of them achieved a 
graded award. 12 students managed to achieve 
a Gold award which puts them in the top 15% of 
physicists in the country! A further 16 achieved 
Silver which is testament to their hard work and 
dedication to their studies. Congratulations to all 
the students who took part.

TCS goIT Digital Innovations 
Challenge
Well done to Pradhay 
Amarnath, Year 12, on 
winning the TCS goIT 
Digital Innovations 
Challenge where 
there were multiple 
submissions from across the world. He was asked 
to create a digital solution highlighting actions that 
promote and support equality in a community. The 
judges were highly impressed with his app Idea 
‘BigOtry Fever’ and the intention of preventing 
online bullying and hateful comments with a hate 
speech detector which uses natural language 
processing and sentiment analysis (using TF-IDF 
vectorizer and a customised dataset). 

Mathematics 
Students in 8L created summary posters to 
show what they had learnt about Pythagoras’ 
Theorem. The work produced went well beyond 
what would normally be expected at this stage 
and students clearly spent longer than the 
allotted 40 minutes.

James Goodman 
Cricketer

James Toop 
Fives

Kosi Nwuba
Jack of all trades

British Mathematical 
Olympiad

Five Year 12 and four Year 13 students 
took part in this incredibly challenging 
competition. Special mention goes to Griffin 
Keemer and Maxime Pesenti (Year 12), 
Ishan Kalia and Rishi Tandon (Year 13) who 
gained Merit, and Hieronym Lecybyl and 
Velian Velikov (Year 12), Josh Parchure and 
Linus Luu (Year 13) who gained Distinction. 
Velian and Linus qualified for the 3½ hour 
follow-on BMO2 and were, once again, 
awarded Distinctions, with Velian gaining 
the 11th highest score in the competition – a 
phenomenal achievement!  Congratulations 
to all who represented the school.

UKMT Intermediate Maths 
Challenge 

The IMC took place at the beginning 
of February and is generally offered to 
students in Years 9 - 11. Due to lockdown, 
this year’s competition took place online, so 
the fact that every single student from those 
year groups took part is testament to their 
dedication. Additionally, four Year 8s also 
competed, having been nominated by their 
teachers. Incredibly, three of the four Year 
8s gained a Gold medal! A perfect score of 
135 was achieved by Arnav Sharma (Year 9), 
Harry Chen, Joseph Fisher, Samuel Rayner 
and Daniel Shahrabi Atari (Year 11). Sean 
Lee (Year 10) followed close behind with 
a score of 130. In total, 382 students took 
part, with 126 gaining a Gold medal, 119 
Silver and 73 Bronze. 
Students in Year 9 who gained a Silver or 
Gold medal and those in Years 10 and 11 
who gained a Gold medal (a whopping 174 
students) qualified for the follow-on rounds. 
Congratulations to everyone for a fantastic 
performance.

Senior Kangaroo 
Mathematics Competition
Seven students from Year 13 and 15 from 
Year 12 took part in this competition, with 13 
gaining a Merit. Well done to all participants, 
particularly at such a tumultuous time!



Debating 

Congratulations to the four Olavian teams, eight 
keen debaters, who competed in a competition 
against other schools. These rounds consisted of 
the following motions: ‘This house would require 
all schools to be co-educational', ‘This house 
would prohibit the private ownership of art deemed 
historically or culturally significant’, ‘Assuming 
technology exists this house would remove fear 
from soldiers’ and finally ‘This house would cap 
every company's highest salary at 10x the lowest 
salary within that company.’ With ten schools, 
including Westminster and Dulwich, and 40 
individual teams competing, we were excited to find 
out that our top two speakers (Scarlett O’Keefe and 
Shrey Choudhary) were placed joint 25th out of 80, 
and our top team, consisting of Jahnavi Singh and 
Scarlett O’Keefe placed 17th out of 40. The teams 
gained extremely valuable and insightful experience 
that will surely prove extremely useful in their next 
competition. Thank you to their debate coach, Wren 
Welfare, for their dedication and commitment, and to 
Miss Benham for her help and guidance.

Oxford Schools Debating 
Competition

Year 12 Debating Society, run by Wren Welfare, 
participated in this event. Four teams consisting of 
two individuals each covered two rounds of intense 
debates over Zoom against over 40 other teams. 
As the first motion was announced, ‘This House 
Believes the Media should not Report on the Private 
Lives of Politicians,’ the eight individuals had to 
prepare a five-minute speech in under 15 minutes, 
with no previous preparation and no access to 
outside knowledge. After an intense 40 minutes of 
continuous debating, the teams were given their 
next motion, ‘This House Prefers a World where the 
Research, Writing and Teaching of History Focuses 
on Studying the Lives of Ordinary Individuals as 
Opposed to that of Important Leaders of Society’. 
This motion was very specific and different to any 
the team had encountered before. After a long 
evening of debating, we were delighted to hear 
that our second team, Martha Hodgson and Gail 
Joshua Yip, broke through to the nationals. All 
were immensely proud, especially as St Olave’s 
was the only state school to do so. Thank you 
to Wren Welfare for their continuous support 
and commitment to improvement, with constant 
feedback that has helped the team reach this point 
and to Miss Benham and Miss Clift for their support 
of the Society and attendance at competitions. 
Congratulations to Laura Gander and Alfie Holland, 
Zachariah Fischer and Thomas Magee-Brown, 
Ebunoluwa Bello and Nils André, for participating 
and doing so well in our first competition, and good 
luck to Martha Hodgson and Gail Johsua Yip in the 
next round.

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
Classics Society
Dr John Patterson (Magdalene, Cambridge) held 
a captivating remote Classics talk about Cicero's 
Second Philippic and the political turmoil of  
1st Century BC Rome. Cicero’s political prowess 
was exceptionally elucidated by Dr Patterson. 
He discussed in depth the animosity between 
Mark Antony and Cicero and how the latter 
brutally likened or contrasted him with prominent 
historical figures at the time, such as Pompey, 
Clodius and Catiline to sully Antony’s reputation 
and highlight how he paled in comparison to 
them. The talk finished with the opportunity for 
questions leading to ten extremely interesting 
queries being raised, half of which originated 
from Olavians.

Classics 
UCL’s Greek and 
Latin Department 
provided the 
Classics Lecture 
afternoon in March.  
Dr Stephen Colvin 
talked about Indo-
European and how 
English derives from 
Latin and Greek.  
Dr Antony Makrinos 
spoke about 
'Homeric Heroes 
and Heroines' 
elaborating on 
the traits that 
constituted an 
Homeric hero. There were myriad questions 
from Olavians regarding Indo-European and 
how Homer has influenced our heroes from 
Superman to Tolkien's Frodo and Sam. A 
recording is available from Mr Carroll. Dr 
Abbattista’s Greek Club has continued online 
whilst Classics Society has held talks and a 
weekly ‘Meme of the Week’ competition directed 
by Miss Emanuel.

Student 
Publication
Natural Sciences Society 
released a digital journal 
in lieu of a physical 
publication, considering 
the severity of the ongoing 
pandemic.

MUSIC AND CELEBRATION
English-Speaking Union
Members of the Year 12 Debating Team took 
part in the English-Speaking Union's Mace 
competition, opposing the motion: ‘This House 
Believes that government economic policy 
should prioritise the collective happiness and 
well-being of the population over economic 
growth.’ Taking part as a swing team they 
were excluded from progressing further in 
the competition, but they performed well, 
creating solid arguments about the difficulty 
of measuring and quantifying happiness as 
well as effectively using personal anecdotes to 
convince the audience. Feedback for all three 
of the competitors, Arjun Thakar, Zachariah 
Fischer and Wren Welfare, reflected the 
strength of their performance and the event 
served as an excellent practice for the rest of 
the Debating season. 

Music 
The Music Department have launched a 
series of ‘Virtual Concerts’ with a playlist of 
students’ musical performances hosted on 
YouTube. Well done to all the students who 
have participated in these recitals.  

Music Technology

During Lockdown three Year 9 GCSE 
musicians learnt about the use of music 
technology and studio effects in the 1970’s, 
specifically related to one of their GCSE set 
works, ‘Killer Queen’ by Queen. Year 9 student 
Alfred created a video and presented this to 
his class, demonstrating the main differences 
between recording studio techniques in the 
1970s and those used in the modern day. 

‘Mission to Mars’
Hardiv Harshakumar, 
Year 12, successfully 
completed this remote 
working software 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
challenge, delivered 
by Software Cornwall. 
He earned a badge 
by demonstrating his 
skills in coding and developing solutions using 
C++ with the application of knowledge of 
Arduino programming and Agile methodology 
in a team challenge to code and test solutions, 
before deploying onto an autonomous robotic 
rover unit. He used version control software 
and utilised online collaboration tools like 
Github, Discord and Tinkercard to develop 
work in a team environment, simulating a real 
world remote working experience.

Oxford Computing 
Challenge
Congratulat ions 
to Harry in Year 
11, Pradhay, Nils, 
Hardiv in Year 12 
and Linus Luu in 
Year 13 on gaining 
a place in the final 
round of the Oxford Computing Challenge.

Perse Coding Challenge 
KS4 Computer Science students entered 
the first round of the Perse Coding Team 
Challenge. Congratulations to the 110 
students who achieved Distinction and Merit 
certificates, and we are pleased to announce 
37 teams are through to the second round 
of the competition. Congratulations to  
Year 11 students Harry Chen, Harrison Luff, 
Tharuniyan Kanesalingam, Callum Kwan,  
Year 10 students Oluwaferanmi Akodu and 
Ojas Tiwari, and Year 9 students Amogh Bhat 
and Arnav Sharma for being among the top 
four performing teams from the school in the 
first round.



Advent of Code Challenge
Congratulations to Ayomiposi Awoyemi 
in Year 12 on completing this Challenge 
during the Christmas break. The ‘Advent 
of Code’ is an Advent calendar of 
programming puzzles which can be 
solved in any programming language; the 
aim of the challenge is to collect a total of 
50 stars by solving two puzzles per day.

Isaac CS Cryptography 
Challenge

Hardiv Harshakumar, Year 12, 
successfully completed the ‘Isaac CS 
Cryptography Challenge’ organised 
by the Raspberry Pi Foundation and 
received a Raspberry Pi 4 desktop 
kit after completing the ‘gameboard 
challenge’. To finish the Cryptography 
Challenge, he needed to follow the 
OctaPi: brute-force Enigma project 
and successfully decrypted the 
encrypted message using a Python 
program run on a Raspberry Pi. He 
received an ‘Isaac CS Cryptography 
Challenge’ certificate after sending 
the decrypted message along with the 
Python code.

Science

After studying the molecular models of 
Crick and Watson and Sir Harry Kroto, 
10J furthered their knowledge of chemical 
bonding and structures by making their 
own models using food items.

Chemistry
10K carried out chemistry practicals 
on structure and bonding at home 
(supervised by their parents!) and 
investigated the melting and boiling 
points of various substances.

Year 12 Chemistry

Students are experimenting in the 
lab - finding out the enthalpy of 
neutralisation of an acid and an alkali. 
They have started to complete the 
practical requirement of the A Level 
course. The Chemistry Department 
are pleased to be able to reinforce the 
theory that we have been teaching our 
Year 12 students.

Chemistry at Home
There were some very interesting entries for Dr Seuss’ 
Green Eggs with a chemistry twist to the chemistry of 
COVID-19. Well done to winners Keshav Sheshadri 
and Wessel Haartsen and to runners-up Rishinan 
Ravichandran and Sriram Senthil. Special mention also 
goes to Apollo Fourniadis and Neal Ye for their creative 
entries.

Wings of Hope Achievement Awards
Congratulations to Zoe Khan 
and a team of five other 
Year 12 students who are 
participating in WOHAA’s 
fundraising challenge to 
help send children around 
the world to school. Due 
to the pandemic and 
the subsequent remote 
schooling, many of their 

previous plans for fundraising had to be cancelled. They 
therefore came up with this fundraising idea which can be 
done by the whole school community, whilst still following 
the government’s COVID guidelines. Team World Welfare 
hosted an online quiz night as part of a project to raise 
money for school children in India and Malawi. 

HISTORY
Economics 

Year 12 Economists undertook a project studying the 
Doughnut model, a 21st Century economics framework 
designed by Kate Raworth. The model challenges 
society to meet the needs of all within the means of 
the planet. Students were asked to develop a summary 
of the model, but most importantly to come up with 
three steps as a household to play their part in the fight 
against climate change. This included only buying what 
is necessary, re-using or repairing items, buying locally, 
eating more sustainably, reducing energy consumption, 
and driving less. All of these initiatives were incredibly 
inspiring to read and show the value that our students 
place on the future of our planet. 

Eleanor of Aquitaine
Year 7 studied the extraordinary 
life of Eleanor of Aquitaine who 
reigned in the 12th Century, both in 
England and France, and went on 
to become the mother of Richard I 
(the Lionheart) and King John. They 
looked at why she is significant in 
history, her influence at the time and 
that of the family that she raised, her 
time ruling England whilst Richard I was on Crusade 
and her life in general. It is a new topic for this year, 
previously the curriculum had very much focused on 
the Kings, but this has added some much-needed 
representation to our curriculum. The final task asked 
the pupils to write a letter to other schools to explain 
why Eleanor of Aquitaine should form a key part of 
their Year 7 curriculum. Well done to Year 7 on their 
fine work.
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UK Linguistics Olympiad 
Year 12 students 
studying Latin, 
French, and German 
participated in the 
Advanced round of 
this competition. The 
paper featured some 
fascinating questions 
using languages with 
scripts totally different to any language the 
students will have come across before, 
and with problems that tested students' 
understanding of vowel sounds, patterns 
of syntax, and observations of morphology. 
We are delighted to announce that a 
number of students have been recognised 
with Bronze and Silver Award Certificates. 
Matthew Todorov, Elise Stringfellow, William 
Boyd, and Wren Welfare received Silver 
Award certificates and Abdul-Rahman 
Muazu, Anupam Bandi, Derin Burke, Kiran 
Pearce, and Ritvick Sharma gained Bronze 
Award certificates. The students thoroughly 
enjoyed the challenging paper - Frank 
Shrimpton in Year 12 was so inspired by 
the questions on Native American Indian 
languages that he researched these further 
and presented his findings to the Modern 
Foreign Languages Society.
All Year 12 pupils studying French entered 
and out of 1017 participants nationwide 
three of our pupils won a Bronze certificate 
at the Advanced level. Congratulations 
to Damita Laryea, Maya Parmar and Viraj 
Seelam on their performances.

‘Word of the future’
Joseph Davies, Year 11, entered this 
competition run by the DAAD (Deutsche 
Akademische Austauschdienste) which 
required him to invent a new German 
word that captures the ‘Zeitgeist’, or 
'spirit of the times', define this new word, 
and provide a short dialogue where the 
word is used in a context. Joseph’s 
word was 'Krankenhauspferd', used to 
describe an individual in a particularly 
unusual position. Eine Person in einer - 
oft politischen - Position, die von Natur 
aus seltsam oder anormal ist und um die 
herum große Unsicherheit, Verwirrung 
und Besorgnis darüber herrscht, wie 
ihre Position erlangt wurde. The winners 
will have their word published in a new, 
illustrated dictionary.

Goethe Institut
Year 12 student, Matthew Todorov, was 
part of a team of young people who 
organised, edited, and interviewed for 
the production of a series of podcasts for 
the Goethe Institut's 'Sag's mir' Podcast. 
These are designed for students learning 
German and are on the topics of culture, 
politics, and STEM, and how German 
supports and interlinks with all of these. 
We are delighted to announce that Derin 
Burke in Year 12 was accepted onto the 
Podcast Team to produce the next series 
of podcasts over February half-term. 
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Modern Languages in 
Schools
Joseph Davies, Year 11, submitted a 
fantastic video entry to the Lancaster 
University 'Modern Languages in Schools' 
prize. Joseph created a playful sketch 
of himself discussing the benefits and 
drawbacks of Google Translate in learning 
a language and understanding a culture.  
Patrick Kenny and Serena Onamade 
also entered the competition at the Sixth 
Form level with essays in Spanish and in 
German respectively, in response to the 
question: 'Is Internationalism important in 
the 21st Century?' Year 12 student, Shruti 
Thatikonda’s insightful and extremely well 
researched essay in French was shortlisted 
to be sent as only one essay per language 
per school could be submitted.

Joutes Oratoires 
Lycéennes

The Institut français and Francophonie UK 
presented the national final of the Joutes 
Oratoires Lycéennes, concluding months 
of French debating competitions, involving 
hundreds of Sixth Form students from across 
the UK. Year 12 and 13 students studying 
French took part in a workshop organised by 
the Institut français, and this led to five brave 
Year 12 students going head to head with 
teams from some of the most prestigious 
schools in the country in the qualifying 
rounds of the Joutes Oratoires, a national 
French debating competition. The national 
competition takes place every year and this is 
the first time St Olave’s has taken part. Our 
three teams acquitted themselves brilliantly, 
all the more so for having had very little time 
to prepare arguments for and against the 
motions: En période de crise sanitaire, les 
gouvernements doivent avoir toute latitude 
de restreindre les libertés individuelles. (In a 
pandemic, governments should be free to 
curtail civil liberties.); L’intelligence artificielle 
est une menace pour l’humanité. (Artificial 
intelligence is a threat to humanity.); La 
croissance verte est un leurre. (Green 
growth is a dangerous illusion.)  
The team each debated entirely in 
French, against Sevenoaks School, Tiffin 
School, Hampton School, and The Grey 
Coat Hospital. Congratulations to Shruti 
Thatikonda and Viraj Seelam who beat 
the team from Eton under the eyes of an 
adjudicator from the Swiss Embassy. 
Griffin Keemer deserves a special mention 
for being a ‘team’ all on his own against 
standard teams of two students. Our fierce 
French debaters are hoping to sharpen 
their skills by running their own society at 
St Olave’s. 
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La Semaine de la Francophonie
To celebrate this annual event, the French 
Department organised a week of different 
lesson contents based on the French-
speaking world. Year 10 translated poetry 
and experienced an escape room using the 
imperative mood, Years 7 and 9 worked on 
a project on a country of their choice using 
the future tense, Year 7 focussed on sports in 
French-speaking countries. 
French Prefects, Shruti and Griffin, contributed 
slides on French speaking countries and the 
Académie Française as part of a presentation 
circulated to all Form Tutors, with Kahoot 
quizzes for tutor groups as a follow on. 
Pupils and members of staff from across 
the school (teaching and non-teaching) were 
invited to test their level of written French 
in the traditional shape of a ‘dictée’ (French 
dictation). This is how children throughout 
France have always practised their accuracy 
and is part of everyone’s school memories. 
Thanks to Mr Harris in the canteen, a French 
menu was offered mid-week and thanks to  
Dr Sidhu, some insight into the French-
speaking world was made available on the 
school’s public screens. It was also possible 
to take part in the Grand Quiz organised by 
the High Commission of Canada in the UK.

Webpage creation
7B were inspired by the new school website 
and produced their own webpage for 
St Olave’s, in order to consolidate their 
knowledge of French school life and related 
vocabulary. We are told their webpages are in 
close competition with our official website!

COMMUNITY
Safer Internet Day

Students in all year groups participated in 
a range of activities on eSafety provided by 
the UK Safer Internet Centre. Questions and 
thoughts were shared on exploring reliability in 
the online world and online behaviour.

Student publication
Thank you to the Academic Prefects for putting 
together a list of super-
curricular opportunities in 
each subject for students 
currently thinking about 
Higher Education. Whilst 
these are mainly targeted 
for students in the Sixth 
Form, there are also 
activities that may engage 
younger students.

Years 7 – 11 Parents Drug 
awareness
The Daniel Spargo-Mabbs Foundation is a drug 
and alcohol education charity that aims to support 
young people to make safe choices about drugs 
and alcohol and reduce harm. Their online wellbeing 
talk for parents was well attended and proved to 
be incredibly informative. The Foundation was 
set up in January 2014 by Tim and Fiona Spargo-
Mabbs in response to the death of their 16-year-
old son Daniel having taken ecstasy. Fiona spoke 
personally, powerfully and sensitively about her 
family’s experience. This, coupled with evidence 
based information, enabled our school community 
to better understand the challenges and choices 
young people face and provided helpful tips for 
parents with regards to how to deal with what 
might be difficult conversations about drugs and 
alcohol with their children.

Wellbeing Week 
Given the current situation 
we are facing the focus on 
wellbeing became even more 
essential. We were delighted 
to be able to remotely hold 
a Wellbeing Week during 
National Children’s Mental 

Health Week. Students engaged with thought 
provoking discussions, talks were delivered from 
external speakers, and Year 13 participated in an 
exciting and tasty cook-along. The launch of the 
fourth Wellbeing Journal, ‘Insight’, is testament 
to the school community’s engagement with the 
breadth of this topic. Alicia Drummond from Teen 
Tips hosted a parent webinar which was well 
attended and gratefully received. We are delighted 
to have signed up to the Teen Tips Wellbeing Hub 
which has given access to a huge bank of resources 
to both staff and parents and now this has evolved 
to include students. Our commitment and passion 
for promoting wellbeing remains high on the agenda.

‘Insight’
Year 13 students, Rose Hind and William Song, 
together with Mrs Maxwell, created this publication, 
which demonstrates how Olavians take their study 
beyond the classroom. The challenges facing all of 
us during these times cannot be underestimated 
and the impact these challenges have on wellbeing 
has to be acknowledged. I hope journals like this 
serve to encourage people to feel they can talk 
about issues they face and recognise the need to 
engage with appropriate support.

Teen Tips
Teen Tips featured Gary Wood, an English IB 
(International Baccalaureate) teacher in China, who 
shared his story of living with ADD and ADHD, and 
how it affected his social, emotional and academic 
development. He gave tips and advice on how 
to create environments that support the needs 
of young people with the condition. Specialist 
practitioner in sexual health and contraception, 
Alex Fryer, provided educational talks, workshops 
and training sessions for students, teachers and 
parents on puberty, pornography, sexting and 
contraception and how parents and teachers can 
help prepare young people for these often awkward 
conversations.

'Insight'Investigating Melting and Boiling Points La Semaine de la Francophonie Parents Drug Awareness
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Careers 
During National Apprenticeship Week, Year 
10 gained some insight into the opportunities 
available from higher and degree apprenticeships 
when a representative from the ASK 
Apprenticeships organisation delivered a webinar 
during their PSHE lesson. Feedback from the 
boys was positive and explained that the session 
had been useful in providing information about 
a future possibility they had known little about. 
Former St Olave’s student, Yasmin Nayyar-Bhatia, 
contributed an engaging presentation at the Year 
12 Higher Education Evening. Now working on 
the trading floor at UBS Global Markets, Yasmin 
is also completing a degree apprenticeship with 
the University of Exeter whilst working towards 
her professional qualifications in banking.  
Our partnership with InvestIN who provide paid 
for immersive work experiences has proved 
successful with students across the school taking 
up opportunities with some benefiting from the 
bursaries on offer. Students have also found 
virtual work experience through the Springpod 
platform in areas such as engineering. 
Students and parents are encouraged to explore 
the Unifrog careers and progression platform to 
build up students’ individual profiles in readiness 
for university applications and CVs. Logins are via 
school email for students and they can use this 
comprehensive and fun website to find all kinds of 
helpful information. Students can also record their 
activities and personality competencies such as 
problem solving, staying positive and aiming high. 
Our involvement with the Mayor’s enterprise 
adviser network is in its early stages but being 
part of the local Bromley network as well as having 
our own allocated adviser is promising. This 
enables students to interact virtually with Istiyak 
Chowdhury, a volunteer selected by LEAN. His 
background has been with HR at Guy’s and he 
has now moved into the government’s department 
of Health and Social Care. Istiyak’s experience 
of careers, the workforce and progression routes 
will be helpful to our students as we develop our 
programme of interactive sessions for them. 
Olavian Cultural Cookbook
This year’s Cultural Evening Committee have 
created a new initiative as an opportunity for 
everyone to become involved with the school's 
amazing community, despite the situation we 
face today. This publication will not only feature 
a selection of recipes to celebrate the hugely 
diverse array of cultures at St Olave's but will 
also provide a great opportunity to showcase 
individual culinary talents. Prizes will be awarded 
to those who contribute the greatest number 
of recipes. We look forward to seeing all the 
delicious delicacies that the Olavian community 
has to offer!

Bromley Rotary Youth Awards
Congratulations to William Ndibe, George 
O'Connor and Bishal Shrestha who received 
Awards for their outstanding contribution to the 
lives of family, neighbours, the community and 
the world at large. We were also pleased that  
Ayokunmi Adebayo, Rafiqul Choudhury and  
Rory Gee were awarded Commendations.

OLD OLAVIANS 
• Alistair O’Neil (2006–2013) formed part of the 

team which narrowly won ITV’s ‘The Chase’ 
before Christmas. Alistair and the rest of his 
team answered questions, which put them 
20 steps ahead of the Chaser, and won the 
Chase after a nervy final.

• St Olave’s launched a Linkedin professional 
networking site, which will allow Old Olavians 
to connect with each other when they leave. 

• Seyi Adeleye (2015-2017) shared her thoughts 
and experiences as part of a photograph 
documentary project. Seyi is currently a 
fourth-year medical student, working in the 
COVID-19 ICU ward at University College 
Hospital, London and was interviewed by 
the Guardian about her work helping on the 
COVID wards during the pandemic.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
• Nilay Balaji, Year 10, achieved a Distinction 

in his Grade 5 Music Theory. 
• James Guest, Year 12, achieved a Distinction 

in his Grade 6 saxophone examination.
• Aarav Gupta, Year 9, achieved Grade 6 in 

his piano examination.
• Neal Ye, Year 7, achieved Grade 7 in his 

piano examination.
• Aditya Palaniappan, Year 13, achieved 

Grade 8 in his guitar examination.
• Callum Kwan, Year 11, achieved Grade 8 in 

his piano examination, and Grade 3 in violin.
• Kasim Rehman, Year 8, passed his Grade 5 

Music Theory with Distinction, and also his 
Grade 5 exam in Piano.

• Aneeq Weerasinghe, Year 8, gained a 
Distinction in his Grade 3 Piano examination.

• Tanish Arjaria, Year 9, passed his Grade 4 
piano examination with Merit. 

• Mayukh Jayagopal, Year 10, was awarded 
a Merit in the New Era Grade 8 Reading for 
Performance exam.

• Year 9, Yiming Guo, ran 106 miles, at the 
rate of at least 3 miles a day, before the end 
of lockdown to raise money for the National 
Health Service.

• Gail Joshua Yip, Year 12, took part virtually in 
the ARTiculation prize heat at the Courtauld. 
She presented on ‘The Death of Socrates’ by 
Jacques Louis David. The grand final will be 
held at the National Gallery.

• With excellent guidance and support from the   
Physics department, Daksh Kaushik, Year 
13, not only managed to secure an offer for a 
place to study Physics at Oxford University, 
but also achieved the sixth highest score in 
the Entrance Test.  

• Year 9 student, Keshav Sheshadri, has 
won a 50% scholarship to attend a summer 
school at Cambridge University after 
his performance in this year’s Immerse 
Education Essay Competition.

• Year 8 student, Shaurya Kadian, completed 
a 30 day running challenge (7km everyday) to 
support cancer treatment for Meghan Smith 
whose plight he had heard about in the news. 
He has so far managed to raise £415.

International Women’s Day 
St Olave's hosted its first ever International 
Women's Day webinar on 8 March. This event 
was a chance for pupils and parents to come 
together and celebrate a range of work from 
Year 7 through to Year 13, including poetry, 
music, and art, created by pupils to reflect 
their understanding of gender equality. The 
evening featured talks from a range of external 
speakers, including Dr Jessica Wade, Rebecca 
Bond, Srishti Rentala and Chloe Ollis-Smith. 
An anthology "The Power of Us: A Collective" 
provided an insight into the work of the wonderful 
women who spoke during the webinar but also 
includes a range of student work that has been 
created in celebration of the event. Thank you to 
Ms Smith for putting this evening together.

Jack Petchey Foudation
Congratulations to the following students on 
their Jack Petchey Foundation Achievement 
Awards: Shaurya Mehta, Angad Arya,  
George O'Connor, Arjun Arya, Rose Hind, 
Ayokunmi Adebayo, and Jeremiah Muoneke. 
These students attended a digital event designed 
to celebrate the achievement of many young 
people, and Leader Award winners, from across 
London/Essex and their achievements were 
featured in this event. Winners will receive a 
boxed gold medallion, which they can collect 
when we return to school. Well done to all these 
students. 

Cook-along
Year 13 students took part in a cook-along with 
Mark Briant from MobGroup, where they made 
Ramen - an easy Japanese noodle soup. Thank 
you to Mr Haines for organising this activity.

Staff retirement
Our thanks and best wishes go to  
Mrs Clea De Melo Rutherford, who has been 
an outstanding and caring cover supervisor 
since 2004. The students gave Mrs Rutherford a 
round of applause in the Quad to wish her well. 

ART AND TECHNOLOGY 
Art project
Congratulations to Year 13 student, Yasir 
Hafeez, who has completed an A-Z of wellbeing 
cards as part of his A-Level Art project in which 
he selected ‘Mind’ as a client.
The Design and Technology Department ran a 
competition for students in Key Stage 3 and 4. 
The brief was to design their own chess pieces 
using Fusion 360 or Onshape with the prize 
being their own 3D printed chess set.

Obituary
It is with great sadness that we must report the 
death of Desmond Swinburn, who taught music 
at St Olave’s from 1957 to 1977.

Art ProjectInternational 
Women's DayStaff Retirement


