
Suggested Reading Years 5 & 6 Books, Podcasts 

and Instagram 
 

The single most important thing for any successful student is getting stuck 

into a good book.  Here are some of favourite reads for anyone heading 

towards that 11+ exam… 

Hatchet 

Gary Paulson 

An easier read but loved by every boy I’ve ever taught.  A story of survival in 

the unforgiving Canadian wilderness, after a plane crash.  Your child will be 

wanting to build dens in the garden and certainly won’t be able to put this 

one down! 

Northern Lights 

Philip Pullman 

A modern classic, this is an incredible story of magic, friendship, adventure 

and the fight for truth.  Set in an alternate yet recognisable world, this is the 

first of a trilogy that pulls you in and grips you until the very end.  

Breathtaking. 

The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler 

Gene Kemp  

I remember reading this when I was around 8 or 9 and was enthralled by 

such a colourful, unforgettable central character.  The twist at the end is the 

first time I ever remember being open-mouthed at the ending of a book!  A 

classic. 

 

 

 



 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

John Boyne  

Unforgettable in every way, this is a haunting and incredibly emotional book 

about the power of friendship…and hate. 

A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness  

Full of anger, hope, desperation and despair: as a book about terminal 

illness, this is a tough one to read.  I read it in a day, however, as I simply 

couldn’t put it down, and so I think it’s an important one to have on the 

shelf. 

Diver’s Daughter – A Tudor 

Patrice Lawrence 

Based on the story of an African diver Jacque Francis in Tudor times, the 

story of Eve and her mother brings to life the harsh reality for people of 

colour living in Elizabethan times. 

 

Stone Cold 
Robert Swindells  

A tense, exciting thriller combined with a perceptive and harrowing portrait 

of life on the streets as a serial killer preys on a young homeless teenager. 

 

Ghost 
Jason Reynolds 

Even though he has been running his whole life, Ghost has never thought of 

athletics as a sporting option – basketball is his thing. But when Ghost 

challenges a sprinter to a race and wins, his life starts to change. 



 

Animal Farm 

George Orwell  

A classic in every way, this novel can be enjoyed simply as a fable, or for the 

more discerning, a political satire.  What could be more appropriate in 

today’s world than to question ‘all animals are equal, but some are more 

equal than others’?! 

 

Aru Shah and the Song of Death 
Roshani Chokshi 

Packed with humour, wisdom and a satisfyingly twisty plot, this story will 

take confident readers on a magical journey. 

 

Podcasts 

Fun, entertaining and educational this is just a taste to get you started... 

Stories Podcast  

Performs a new story every week, drawing from a variety of sources and a 

variety of styles. There are retellings of classics like Snow White, some 

folktales, and myths from around the world, as well as original stories. 

Episodes range from 10 to 20 minutes, with most on the longer side. 

 

 

1001 Classic Short Stories  

Fast paced stories provide a window to a time when writers knew how to 

tell a great story using descriptive words and phrases. 



 

Circle Round 

Focuses on folktales from around the world. Episodes of Circle Round range 

from 10 to 20 minutes each. 

 

Storynory 

Storynory has it all—fairytales, myths, educational stories and even music 

and poetry. 

 

Instagram 

Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Carnegie Medal winner who recommends books, helps you with making up 

stories, interviews authors and inspires. 

https://www.instagram.com/frank_cottrell_boyce/?hl=en 

 

Onjali Rauf 

Author of ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ she tackles issues like the 

refugee crisis and looks beyond UK borders. 

https://www.instagram.com/onjalirauf/?hl=en 

 

 

https://www.npr.org/podcasts/532788972/circle-round
https://www.instagram.com/frank_cottrell_boyce/?hl=en

