
 

 

 

MDB/LMD  7th March 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
  
Higher Education and Oxbridge Evening  
 

Thank you to those who attended these two evenings. I hope that they were useful and have helped 
students to begin thinking about their post-18 plans. As mentioned at the evenings, I am writing to 
summarise the important information.  
 

Researching Options  
 

There is a wide range of resources available to research future options. As a school we use Unifrog but 
students should also sign up for UCAS Hub and use that to research courses. Students should look for a 
wide range of courses and begin narrowing down options. They should make sure their final choices 
have a range of entry profiles. The anticipated UCAS grades will help with the initial research. Final UCAS 
grades will be issued towards the end of the academic year. Information about degree apprenticeships 
is also available on Unifrog. We will look at gap year options during the form period.  
 

Student Finance  
 

Information related to student finance can be found at the following website:  
https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan  
 

Students will also have a session on student finance with form tutors.  
 

UCAS  
 

We will begin the UCAS process on Thursday 15th June when we will have our UCAS day. At this time, 
students will need to begin their online applications and will start work on their personal statements. It 
is essential that all students are in school that day so no advanced absences will be authorised.  
 

Personal Statement Preparation  
 

If they have not done so already, students should begin with wider reading and other super-curricular 
activities to ensure that they can include these in their personal statements. Universities will want to 
see that students are interested in their chosen courses and have engaged with the subjects beyond the 
A level curriculum. Students should explore their interests rather than looking at what successful 
students before them have done. We encourage students to read widely, attend lectures, enter 
competitions and look for work experience opportunities.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan


 
 

 
 
 
Deadlines  
 

Please be aware that the deadlines published by UCAS are when the applications have to be sent by the 
school. We have earlier deadlines to allow for checking and sending. A large number of our students will 
apply for the early deadline (Oxbridge, Medics, Vets and Dentists). It is essential that the school 
deadlines are respected.  
 

Oxbridge, Medics, Vets and Dentists: Applications to be sent to the school by Monday 11th September 
2023. 
 

All other applications: Applications to be sent to the school by Friday 13th October 2023  
 

Admissions Tests 
  
Some universities and courses require students to sit admissions tests. It is the student’s responsibility 
to check the requirements and enter for the necessary tests. Most of these can be sat in school and 
information will be shared at the beginning of Year 13. The notable exceptions are UCAT and LNAT 
(Clinical Aptitude Test and Law National Aptitude Test). Please be aware that the admissions tests 
which can be done at school fall during the October half term in 2023 and therefore the dates of these 
should be checked before booking any holidays. 
  
I appreciate that there is a lot of information here. We will periodically recap with students and 
reminders are provided as deadlines approach. It is important that students are organised, proactive 
and that they work with their allocated member of staff. If they have questions they can always speak 
to Mrs Molloy, our Careers Lead, or me.  
 

Yours sincerely  
 

Matthew Birtchnell  
Assistant Headteacher, Director of Sixth Form 

 
 


