
 

 

 

 
 

DJB/AB 22nd November 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers, 
 
Assessment Exists to Help Pupils Make Progress 
 
I am writing to outline some of the main features of our new Assessment and Feedback Policy which 
was approved in the summer term. Assessment and Feedback are key aspects of teaching and learning 
and are most effective when all stakeholders understand how and why they are used in our School. The 
Assessment and Feedback Policy, and its associated Statement of Principles, can both be found on the 
school website. 
 
Our key message in the policy is that “Assessment exists to help pupils make progress”. This marks a 
shift in emphasis away from measurement, data-gathering and reporting, which, whilst important, are 
not the end purpose of assessment. 
 
Assessment at Saint Olave’s takes many forms and is not just about large scale, high-stakes tests. These 
still exist in order to help pupils prepare for public examination at GCSE, AS and A-Level, but are now 
fewer in number since the removal of the IPM Assessment Scheme, which was centrally recorded by 
the school and formally reported home several times a year. 
 
All pupils will still have annual larger scale formal assessments which run simultaneously across the 
entire year group; outside of public exams, these will cover the widest range of content relating to each 
year group’s courses of study. These will take place at the following times: 
 

• Year 7: End of Year Assessments in the week commencing 15th May 2023 

• Year 8: End of Year Assessments in the week commencing 2nd May 2023 

• Year 9: End of Year Exams in the week commencing 8th May 2023 

• Year 10: End of Year Exams in the week commencing 22nd May 2023 

• Year 11: Mock Exams commencing 4th January 2023 

• Year 12: End of Year Exams commencing 8th June 2023 

• Year 13: Mock Exams commencing 16th January 2023 

Further details regarding these assessments will be shared nearer the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Assessment-and-Feedback-Policy-May-2022.pdf?t=1665477524
https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Assessment-and-Feedback-Statement-May-2022-1-1-1.pdf?t=1654701575


 

 

 

 
 
 
All pupils will still have regular end of topic tests to assess their learning of a specified range of content; 
these tests will sometimes include elements of retrieval of prior learning to keep it fresh in pupils’ 
memories. Preparing for such tests helps pupils revisit, retrieve and consolidate their learning. Such 
assessments will be clearly signposted in advance to pupils; their subject teachers will tell them what 
they need to do to prepare. These assessments will no longer sit in places dictated by the reporting 
schedule as they did under the IPM system. For each year group, the timing of these end of topic 
assessments in broad terms is indicated in the curriculum overview summaries which can be found 
under each department’s webpage (all subject webpages are accessible from the Subject Information 
page of the School website). 
 
Most of the assessment we do in the school takes the form of regular lower-stakes testing through 
quizzes, small-scale tests, questions in class, ongoing review of classwork and other similar classroom 
methods, all of which help inform our understanding of pupil performance and what pupils need to 
improve. This is complemented by regular marking and feedback of homework. Each department has 
produced its own assessment process document to explain what effective assessment looks like in their 
subject (these also can all be accessed from each subject’s webpage). 
 
Parents and carers often ask what they can do to support their child’s learning. Raising the stakes of 
assessment by placing a heavy emphasis on outcomes is not our direction of travel as a school, but 
anything which helps pupils to learn is. The theory that “memory is the residue of thought” suggests 
that anything which encourages pupils to think about new knowledge and skills and to revisit it is helpful, 
and will aid learning. This can include talking to your child, asking them about what they are learning 
and having them explain something of their learning to you. More often than not you will be very 
impressed by what you hear, and you will also be helping your child to consolidate their learning. 
 
I hope this message offers a useful summary of the school’s developing approach to pupil assessment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr D Budds 
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum) 
 

 
 
 

https://www.saintolaves.net/36/subject-information

