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How Do Children and Young People Read Words? 

(Ethics Approval Reference: R81511/RE001) 
 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN YEAR 7 TO YEAR 10  

 

I am inviting you to join in a research study.  My name is Joel Kovoor, an undergraduate Experiment 

Psychology student at Oxford University supervised by Mohen Zhang, a doctoral student in 

ReadOxford, a research group based in the Department of Experimental Psychology at the University 

of Oxford. Our research is about how young people learn to read.  

Before you decide if you would like to join in, it is important to understand what the study is about, 

why we are doing it and what it would involve for you.  Please read and think about this information 

sheet, and feel free to talk to your family, friends, or the researchers about it if you want. 

If anything is not clear or you have more questions, you can ask your parent/guardian to give us a call 

and we can discuss it with you and your parent/guardian.  

Why are we doing this research? 

We are doing this research to find out how young people read 

words with different beginnings or endings (for example, the 

word ‘unlock’ is made up of two morphemes, the stem ‘lock’ 

and the prefix ‘un’). You can help us understand this question 

better!  

Why have I been invited to take part? 

Your school has already agreed to take part in this study.  We are inviting you to take part because 

you are from this school and are in Year 7- Year 10. 

Do I have to take part?  

No - It is up to you.  Your parent can let us know that you do not wish to take part by completing the 

opt out form. We will also check that you are happy to take part just before the study. You are free to 

stop taking part at any time during the study without giving a reason, by telling your teacher or the 

researcher. If you decide to stop, we will not use the information we have already collected from you. 

What will happen to me if I take part?  

If you are happy to take part, you will be invited to complete a word decision task on a computer at 

mailto:mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk
https://readoxford.org/


Online info sheet (Year 7-10) for How do children and young people read words-27 July 2022 Version 1.0    Page 2  of 3  
 

school. The task will take about 20 minutes. You will read some words on the computer and will be 

asked to respond to words by pressing a key on your keyboard.  During the task, you will be able to 

take short breaks if you wish to.  

What happens to the results of the study? 

Your name will not be collected as part of this study (your answers will be labelled with a random 

number), but we will ask for your age, gender and whether English is your first language.   

The information you provide during the study will be stored on a secure computer at the University of 

Oxford. Only the people doing the research, or helping with the research, can look at it. The 

information we publish will be anonymous, which means nobody can identify you from it. The results 

will be written up and may be shared through meetings and research journals. Upon completion of 

the research, the anonymous data from the study will be shared on a research archive so they can be 

used by other researchers who are also interested in how young people read words. 

What are the advantages / disadvantages of taking part? 

There are no direct benefits to you from taking part, our findings will help us gain a better 

understanding of how young people read words and this knowledge might benefit children in the 

future. You may feel a little bit tired from looking at the computer screen, but there will be regular 

short breaks during the task so you can take a rest.  

Will anyone else know I'm doing this?  

Your teacher and your parents/guardians who has agreed that you can take part will know.  No one 

else will know that you help us with this research – unless, of course, you tell them yourself! 

What if I don’t want to take part in the research anymore? 

Just tell your parent/guardian and the people carrying out the research that you don’t want to take 

part.  You don’t have to give a reason, and no one will be annoyed with you. It is up to you. 

Who is organising and funding the research? 
The research is organised by Joel Kovoor and Mohen Zhang, who are students at the Department of 

Experimental Psychology, University of Oxford.   

Who has reviewed the study? 

Before any research involving people can start, it has to be checked by a Research Ethics Committee 

to make sure that it is OK for the research to go ahead.  This study has been approved by the University 

of Oxford Central University Research Ethics Committee. 

What if there is a problem or something goes wrong? 

Please tell us if you are worried about any part of this study, by contacting the researcher Joel 

Kovoor (joel.kovoor@st-annes.ox.ac.uk) or Mohen Zhang (mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk). You may 

also talk to your teacher or your parent/guardian who will let the researcher know.  If you are still 

unhappy or wish to make a complaint, either you or your teacher/parent/guardian can contact the 

chair of the Medical Sciences Interdivisional Research Ethics Committee at the University of Oxford: 

Email: ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk;  

Address: Research Services, University of Oxford, Boundary Brook House, Churchill Drive, OX3 7GB. 

Data Protection 

mailto:joel.kovoor@st-annes.ox.ac.uk
mailto:mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk
mailto:ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk
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The University of Oxford is the controller with respect to your data and, as such, will determine how 

your data is used in the study. 

The University will process your data for the purpose of the research outlined above.  Research is a 

task that we perform to find out answers to some questions in the public interest. 

Further information about your rights with respect to your data is available from 

https://compliance.web.ox.ac.uk/individual-rights.  

Contact details 
If you would like to discuss the research with the researcher beforehand (or if you have questions 
afterwards), please contact Joel Kovoor or Mohen Zhang 

Department of Experimental Psychology  

Anna Watts Building, Woodstock Road,  

Oxford 

OX2 6GG 

joel.kovoor@st-annes.ox.ac.uk ; mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

Thank you for reading this!  Please ask any questions if you would like to. 

 

https://compliance.web.ox.ac.uk/individual-rights

