
 

 

 
MDB/LMD  4th October 2022 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

UCAS Update- October 2022  
 

I am writing to provide an update on UCAS and outline the next steps in the process.   
 

Students applying for Oxbridge and Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Dentistry courses have already 
submitted their applications to the school and Mr Budds, Mrs Molloy and I have been working our way 
through these. We still have a number to send off, but this will be completed before half term and in 
advance of the final UCAS deadline. The vast majority of students have responded well to the process 
and should be congratulated for their organisation and hard work. 
  
The school deadline for all other universities and courses is Friday 14th October. By the end of the day, 
all students intending to apply through UCAS should have paid for and submitted their applications. 
They also need to have completed and submitted their purple forms which were issued at the beginning 
of term. Over the half term, I will continue to prepare applications ready to be sent straight after the 
break. It is very important that this deadline is met.  
 

Next Steps  
 

Once an application has been sent, it moves to UCAS track and is sent to the relevant universities who 
will then consider the application. The outcome of this is either a Conditional Offer or a rejection. In 
very rare cases, an Unconditional Offer may be made. This means that the place is offered regardless of 
the A level grades achieved in the Summer. For some universities and courses, students will be invited 
for an interview before an offer or rejection is made. This could be in-person or online. Please note that 
not all students receive interviews and may be rejected beforehand. If a student is invited for an 
interview, please remember to request absence for this in advance by emailing 
sixthformregistration@saintolaves.net. We do not authorise additional absence in order to prepare for 
interviews.  
 

Once students have received decisions on all of their choices, they will then need to decide on a Firm 
Choice and an Insurance Choice. A deadline will be given for this by UCAS and must be followed. This 
deadline will be dependent on when the last decision from the universities is received. If the deadline 
is missed, all the offers are automatically declined. Having said this, students should not feel they need 
to rush to make their decisions. The deadline is usually in May or June. An Insurance Choice should have 
a lower entry requirement than the Firm Offer - it is intended to be a back-up should A level exams in 
the Summer not go to plan.  
 

If students are not made any offers, they can add additional choices until they are made an offer. I would 
recommend they contact universities before adding choices as many popular and competitive 
universities and courses will have filled all of their places at this point. Students who are not made any 
offers will be contacted by a member of the Sixth Form Pastoral Team to discuss their situation.  
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Where students are applying to universities abroad or to a degree apprenticeship, they must let me 
know of any requirements for references or transcripts well in advance. These take time to get ready 
and therefore we will not be able to deal with last minute requests for paperwork.  
 
I will write to you again after Christmas to provide information about student finance. This will also be 
covered with students in school.  
 

I wish all students submitting applications for university or degree apprenticeships the very best of luck 
over the coming months. Our Careers Lead, Mrs Molloy, and I are available should students need further 
help or guidance with their Post-18 plans. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matthew Birtchnell 
Assistant Headteacher, Director of Sixth Form 

 


