
 

 

 

26 September 2022 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

Opportunities beyond the curriculum 
 
We pride ourselves on the wealth of opportunities we enable our students to participate in.  
They experience a multitude of things beyond the taught curriculum. We recognise this 
ensures they develop as individuals ready for the outside world as well as prepare them for 
university life.  I spoke just recently to the former Captain of School who explained her 
Cambridge tutor valued far more these experiences at interview than academic knowledge. 
We are a state school which therefore recognises the importance of an all-round education.  
 
Trips, team building activities and lectures delivered by external providers all feed into this 
experience however it has been noticeable that increasingly we have not had uptake from 
parents and carers as we have in the past when we request payment for an activity.  We fully 
appreciate the cost-of-living crisis but as a school we also are not able to fund these activities 
without parental contributions.  Letters always go out to parents well ahead of the time the 
event is due to take place however staff are having to chase for payment as otherwise events 
will need to be cancelled.   
 
As a school we felt it important to emphasise the benefits of these activities.  They are well 
considered by staff who organise them.  We would not wish to reduce this aspect of school 
life and ask parents to value the time, effort and activity which goes into organising these 
things. We ask for payment to be made when asked.  If there is a financial reason for non-
payment you are always advised to write to Mr Rees, the Headteacher, requesting support. 
Without this as an indicator we are left uncertain as to why payments are not being made. 
 
Whether it be Activity Week, Revision skills, team building or a trip to Boulogne, these are 
curriculum activities which students cannot opt out of.  These are different to the other 
opportunities available to some who choose to take up other experiences outside of the 
school day.  I cannot stress enough how valuable all these experiences are as young people 
develop and go through their academic journey.  Your help and support are, as ever, very 
much appreciated.  
 

 

Yours sincerely,  
 
Rochelle Maxwell  
Deputy Headteacher Pastoral 


